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Dr. Mack hosts a weekly devotional on Zoom called 

“Wednesday Evening Vespers” each  Wednesday, at 6:30 pm 

for about 30 minutes. This will be a brief time of prayer and 

sharing . He will share scripture, a devotional, prayer concerns, 

and then we will pray as a group. The invitation is available at  

http://trinitytucson.org/wednesday-evening-vespers/.  

Trinity’s Advent mini-concerts continue on 

Sunday, December 6 ONLINE  immediately 

following the worship service.  Each program 

features music for the Advent & Christmas season and will last 

approximately 20 minutes.  
 

December 6 – Sing to the Lord a New Song!! featuring Vocalists 

from Trinity’s congregation. 

December 13 – Praise God with Trumpets and Horns! will feature 

The Monsoon Brass sextet. 

December 20 – Praise God with Tambourine and Cymbals! features 
The Trinity Jazz Ensemble. 

 

Traditional Christmas Eve 7:00 pm 

ONLINE 

A candlelight service led by Dr. Mack with musical 

selections from several members of our Trinity  

Family at trinitytucson.org/watch-live  

Join us online as we celebrate our Lord’s birth on this holy day! 
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Pastoral Letter 

December is, of course, the season of Advent 

and Christmas in the Christian Church, but it is also 

the end of 2020 for our nation and the world. In 

articles and forums on the social network and in 

other publications, people are expressing genuine 

relief as 2020 comes to an end. These emotions 

are in relation to the terrible events of this year, 

which have been dominated by a pandemic 

that is still raging all over the world. Yet, as one 

writer noted, we are finally seeing the “light at the 

end of Covid tunnel” as several vaccines appear 

to be close to final approval and distribution. 

Many others are celebrating the conclusion of 

2020 for various reasons. Personally, I am just glad  

I do not have to see or hear any more political 

advertisements – at least for a while, although the 

midterm election of 2022 is already beginning to 

assert itself in the media. 

 

Yet is it not interesting that at the end of every 

year we in Christianity celebrate a birth – a begin-

ning? Our New Year’s celebrations recognize the 

change in the calendar, but Christmas recognizes 

not a change of years but a change of hearts 

and a change of lives. Scholars are not sure when 

Christ was born – the date or the season - since 

trying to determine exact dates from the Bible is a 

very inexact science; but the meaning of Christ’s 

birth is very clear, not just to the church but to all 

humanity for all time. Has there ever been a birth 

more meaningful than that of Jesus of Nazareth? 

Think about it for a moment. Has any meaning or 

significance applied to any other birth ever en-

dured the obscuring nature of history and time?  

 

The other day I read a letter on an internet forum 

from an atheist declaring that there is no historical 

evidence that Jesus of Nazareth ever lived. I al-

ways laugh at these ridiculous assertions, for there 

is more written about this one life from that time 

than any other contemporary, including the Cae-

sars; but do we really need historical evidence to 

prove that Jesus lived? Christmas is about the evi-

dence of our spiritual relationship with God’s Mes-

siah – evidence which we experience in our lives 

every day. Our relationship with Jesus is not found 

in the pages of a history book, but in the vitality  

of Christianity that is still asserting its spiritual pres-

ence 2000 years later. The very fact that people 

are still trying to refute Jesus is a perfect witness to 

the vitality of our faith. 

 

 For 2000 years Christians have been celebrating 

the one birth that brings new birth to the world. 

The birth of Jesus was the beginning of countless 

beginnings, as God reached out to reconcile the 

divine with the human. When our vague outreach 

to our own images of the divine were exhausted, 

God came in our image and taught us what it 

meant to be human. At the same time, God 

showed us in Christ what it means to be God – it 

means a selfless love that asks us to care for oth-

ers in the same way God has cared for us through 

God’s Son. 

 

There will always be good years and bad years 

dependent upon our personal judgements, but 

the birth of Christ brought with it the good news of 

God’s eternal love for us – a love that is not 

swayed by the conditions or experiences of any 

earthly events, individual or social. Perhaps as we 

come to the conclusion of what has been a terri-

ble year in so many ways, we can assert to each 

other and to humanity the good news of God In-

carnate, and celebrate a Christmas of promise 

and hope – a Christmas that looks forward to an 

unending age which started with a birth and con-

tinues with our lives. It is my prayer that you will 

have a wonderful Christmas filled with the joy, 

love, and the hope of Jesus Christ.                                                                                          

         

    Dr. Mack  
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Christian Education 

YOUTH CLASSES 

KREAMER’S CRUSADERS 
(children 8 through 12) 

 Teacher: Matt Kreamer  
Between now and Dec 20, the class will take a  

break from the Be Bold Lessons. Watch for 

emailed lessons that correlate with the  

upcoming holidays. From Nov 29-Dec 20-We 

will look at the Christmas story  

(more details to come). 
 

Please use the link below for November 15’s  
lesson about Thankfulness  

https://www.childrens-ministry-deals.com/pages/
thanksgiving-sunday-school-lesson 

ANCHOR TRINITY 
(Junior High School through College)   

Teacher: Rona Kreamer 

Anchor Trinity is going to SEE THE WORLD! This 

Fall, we will (virtually) travel around the world with 

the Presbyterian Church! We will be watch-

ing services from churches around the USA and the 

World, as well as learn more about Presbyterian Mis-

sion Partners around the globe. Please send your con-

tact information and preferred way of receiving the 

virtual lessons to rona.nichols@gmail.com - 

Links/Lessons can be emailed, sent via text message, 

Facebook Messenger or WhatsApp.  

GOD’S TRAILBLAZERS (children ages 4-8)    

Teacher: Kathy Moser                                                                                                                               
Decorate Chrismon ornaments for your Christmas tree or home  "Chrismon" is a combination of the 

words "Christ" and "monogram," and means "symbols of Christ."  Christmas Lesson:  “Jesus is Born” 

Bonus Lesson: “Symbols of Christmas”  The Christmas Tree, Gifts, Candy Cane and Gingerbread Man   

Trinity’s monthly newsletter is getting an update and we hope that you will embrace this 

change. Beginning with the January 2021 Vision we will email the newsletter to all members 

and friends that we have an email address on file for. Over the past several years people 

have asked for that option however since we were using bulk mailing and had a certain 

number of mail pieces needed for that we could not accommodate their requests. After  

a review of this past years costs we decided that the savings will be significant if we email 

most of the newsletters out. If we do not have an email address for you the Vision will be 

mailed to you as it has been in the past. If you would like to receive your monthly Vision 

newsletter by email but we do not have your email address on file please call the office  

or send  us a note to office@trinitytucson.org so that we have it. If we have an email  

address for you and you would prefer to continue to get the Vision by mail please send  

us a message about that so we can add your name to the post office mailing list. We  

hope that those of you who have requested an emailed Vision in the past enjoy this 

change and thank you to everyone for their  cooperation and understanding. 



Congregational News 
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WHO’S IN YOUR VIRTUAL PEW  

Meet Charity Everitt 
 

What did you do for a living?  

Retired from Raytheon where  

I worked with computer engineer-

ing software development and 

training – helping the engineers 

and computer programmers 

communicate  

Where is your hometown? 

Born and raised in Tucson, AZ  & even baptized 

at Trinity 

What do you like to do in your leisure time?   

I am currently spending a lot of time and effort 

on a poetry manuscript, awaiting publishing.  I 

love to sing in the choir & I stay active walking at 

the mall several times a week. 

What is your favorite food? 

Roast pork with gravy and mashed potatoes 

What is your favorite hymn? I have 2 favorite 

hymns:  “Great is Thy Faithfulness” and “Sweet 

Hour of Prayer” 

What does this church mean to you?  

Trinity is my “family of faith” and like many of us, I 

am missing the fellowship of being at church. 

TRINITY BOOK CLUB  
Until the Book Club meets again in 

person join them the 4th Monday 

each month at 5:00 pm on Zoom.  

Email Billie Holbrook to participate in this Zoom 

Book Club at billie.holbrook@cox.net 
 

December 28 - We will discuss William H Foege’s 

“Fears of the Rich, The Needs of the Poor: My 
Years at the CDC”. In its seventy years, the Centers 

of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has 

evolved from a malaria program to an institution 

dedicated to improving the health of all people 

across the world.   
 

January 25 - we’ll talk about “The Dutch House”  
by Ann Patchet. It’s the story of a paradise lost, a  

tour de force that digs deeply into questions of in-

heritance, love and forgiveness, of how we want to 

see ourselves and of who we really are.  

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 
 

Through the Christmas Joy Offering Presbyterian 

church congregations have long expressed their 

compassion for others, especially for those who 

serve the church. This Offering is received for the 

equal benefit of the Assistance Program of the 

Board of Pensions, which distributes financial  

assistance to eligible church workers and their 

families, and racial ethnic schools and colleges 

of the PC(USA).  The offering is usually taken in 

person Sunday, December 20. You may mail in 

your donation or make it online and designate 

“Christmas Joy Offering” in your memo. 

The Christian Education 

committee recommends 

these personal devotions 

for the Advent season. 
 

 “d365 Daily Devotionals” an app which 

includes a daily thought, scripture, prayer 

and even music. 
 

 “Devotions – Advent & Lent” the app 

from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary  
 

 Advent Bible Study https://

hindscoaching.com/free-bible-study-

lessons/ 

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIA 
A cherished tradition at Trinity, poinsettias adorn 

the Sanctuary enriching worship during Advent. 

The cost is $10 each and you may order as many 

as you like. You may pick up your poinsettia in  

the church office beginning December 28 or leave 

them to be distributed by the Deacons. Order  

your poinsettias by calling the church office at 

623-2579 or using the enclosed order form.  



Here at Trinity we are working hard to be 

here for you & our community. In this trying 

time we appreciate you & thank you for  

helping us continue our mission of  

“Serving God in the Heart of the City”.   

You may mail in your pledges and donations  

or use Trinity’s  online service  

available on the home page of the website.   

If you donate online you will receive a receipt 

from the Presbytery Foundation/Vanco as 

they are our processor.  

Thank you! 

Mission News 

TRINITY FOOD PANTRY 

Trinity’s Food Pantry is open Sunday from 12:00 to 2:00 pm and Tuesday and Thursday from 12:00 to 

4:00 pm in the Education Building Room 14. Thanks for your food and monetary donations. 
 

RESOURCE CENTER 

The Resource Center is open Tuesday and Thursday 12:00 to 4:00 pm in the Education Building Room 

13 to help clients with Department of Economic Security (DES) applications, vouchers for duplicate  

Arizona ID cards and notarizing documents. They also have limited clothing and shoes. 
 

4TH ON 4TH COMMUNITY SUPPER  

Whenever our next 4th Friday on 4th Avenue Community Supper happens please plan to join us.  

Food and Helpers are always welcome and we will start again when the church is safely reopened. 
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MAKING SANDWICHES  
A small group of volunteers meet regularly to make sandwiches 

for Casa Maria. If you would like to help  contact Dede Markin 

at 982-3787 or ddmarkin@yahoo.com. Thanks for your help ! 

Paul’s Socks will be assembled Saturday, December 5 at 9:00 am in Trinity Hall.  

This Mission project has been part of Trinity's Christmas season for many years. In a  

Ziploc bag socks and hygiene products are assembled then given to our street clients.  

If you wish to help contact Alice Smedley at 520-971-8477. 

Thank you, my Trinity family, for your  

outpouring of prayers & condolences 

as my mother passed from this life  

into life eternal. 

Catherine Dimenstein  
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Session Notes 

Zooming right along, Session held its second to last 
meeting for 2020.  As the year winds down the  
ruling elders are preparing to say farewell to the  
outgoing Class of 2020 and to welcome the new  
elders of Class of 2023.  They are confident that  
congregants mailed back ballots to elect Steve  
Barlow, Carolyn Maycher, Leslye Obiora, Roberta 
Westergaard and Karen Wilkison to begin their work 
in 2021.  Retiring Class of 2020 elders are John Hill, 
Doug Holland, Janet Jones, Rona Kreamer and Ann 
Walker.  Please let them know how much we all  
appreciate their hard work and dedication.   
Following are the highlights of the November 
meeting.  
 

 Presbytery de Cristo Pastor Brad Munroe        
informed all Presbytery pastors and clerks that 
the Presbytery of Grand Canyon and Presbytery 
de Cristo approved sharing staff with adjustments 
for the next few years. 

 Sadly, the annual December dinner with the  
Deacons has been canceled and their monthly  
reports to Session via minutes and email will take 
the place of their summary of activities for 2020 
that they would give during the Christmas     
potluck.  Trinity deacons still rock! 

 Session approved that Worship Committee can 
purchase another microphone at a cost of $300 
with funds to come from the Music Enrichment 
Fund. 

 For Administration & Personnel, Session        
approved their revision of the 4.1 Compensation 
policies that details the time sheet policy. 

 Also for A&P, Session approved paying all      
employees, except the Pastor/Head of Staff, every 
two weeks rather than twice a month, beginning 
in 2021. 

 Worship Committee plans to pre-record most of 
the Christmas Eve service. 

 The Worship Restoration Workgroup continues 
to research how to reopen the church to limited 
in-person worship with safety and responsibility.  
No one sees reopening happening anytime soon, 
especially with the current surge in coronavirus 
infections. 

 Session learned that the Mission Committee    
decided to close down the Resource Center    

temporarily once again for safety concerns but 
sandwich making for Casa Maria continues and 
the Paul’s Socks program is still on the agenda. 

 The Christian Education teachers continue to 
stay in touch with their students electronically 
and with mailings. 

 Property Committee continues to oversee the 
maintenance of the Trinity campus. 

 All committees are working on their budgets.  
This isn’t easy because no one knows what 2021 
will be like concerning the pandemic, the vaccine 
and the economy. 

 Growth & Outreach Team reported that the 
Trinity card connection is going well. 

 New technology to the rescue!  Worship      
Committee is researching masks that allow     
singers to sing without spreading virus aerosols. 

 The Food Bank is reporting that the number of 
clients is increasing and that people are more and 
more desperate for nutrition help. 

 

Session members prayed for friends and family in 
need of extra prayer and concern.   
    Janet Hooper 
    Clerk of Session  

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

December 6  Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85: 

1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15; Mark 1:1-8 

December 13 Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 

126; 1 Thess. 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

December 20 2 Sam. 7:1-11, 16; Luke 

1:46-55; Rom. 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

December 27 Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 

148; Gal. 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 
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Trinity Milestones 

Honoring & Memorials  

In Memory of  Barbara Kittle by Alice Gratias 

In Memory of  Barbara Kittle by Lu Brown 

In Memory of  Barbara Kittle by Joan Kingan 

For families of Trinity who have lost loved ones 
recently by Leone Mohney 

In Memory of  Barbara Kittle by Helen Forbes 

Trinity Women 

The Horizon's Bible Study   

“Into the Light: Finding Hope 

Through Prayers of Lament” by  

P. Lynn Miller taught by Dr. 

Mack continues Tuesday December 8 at 10:30 am 

in Fellowship Hall with masks & social distancing. 

Contact Leone Mohney to participate & for a 

study book. The women gather at 10:00 am  

before the bible study for their business meeting. 

  December Birthdays 

January Birthdays (1—10) 

1 Amos Nsinga 2 Dr. Mack Sigmon 

1 Hadija Bamurange 5 Jeanette Ryan 

1 Sanani Mukadesa 9 Jeri Ogden 

2 Dale McCray   

December Anniversaries 

17  Bobby Whipple & Sherry Letson 

2 Ida Wickizer 

4 Melinda Arnold 

5 Errol Dimenstein 

6 Elliott Koeppen - 91 

7 Marilyn Slagle 

9 Bonnie Stull 

12 Rosalie Goll 

13 John Hill 

17 Heather Lind 

19 Melissa Bird 

19 Ann Butler 

19 Janet Jones 

22 Jeremy Roggow 

22 Beatrice Spillers 

25 Charity Everitt 

29 Don Myers 

31 Sherry Letson 

Ryan's Bears  had a very good year. We made 67 bears, the most 

we have ever done in twenty years of making bears. The bears 

will be blessed Sunday, December 6 and distributed to Arizona 

Children's Assn, Primavera and Our Family Social Services for 

their Christmas Giving. Thank you to Janet Jones, Karen James, 

Harriet Marble, Bunny Mallams, Leone Maloney, Ruth Russell and Bonnie 

Stull for all their work of cutting them out, embroidery, machine stitching, 

stuffing and hand stitching them closed. Then finally putting tags on them 

made by Sheila Croteau. Thank you also to those who have contributed fabric 

and buttons. It takes many hands to make the bears. Thanks also to Charity 

Everitt and Catherine Dimenstein for the many caps they made.  



 
 We are “LIVE” streaming the Sunday service beginning at 10:15 am 

until further notice. Go to trinitytucson.org/watch-live to join in. 

 Fellowship happens online each Sunday at 12:00 pm. Your invitation 

to join is at trinitytucson.org/watch-live below the Sunday service. 

 Wednesday Evening Vespers are at 6:30 pm online. Your invitation is 

at http://trinitytucson.org/wednesday-evening-vespers/.  

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

400 E. University Blvd. 

Tucson, AZ 85705 
 

520-623-2579   

Office 10:00 am-2:00 pm Monday-Thursday 
 

Trinity Website 

www.trinitytucson.org 
 

Email Addresses 

office@trinitytucson.org 

Deadline for the January 2021 VISION  is  

Thursday, December 17, 2020 

Please submit typewritten articles to the 

church office or to: office@trinitytucson.org  

http://www.trinitytucson.org/
mailto:office@trinitytucson.org

