
Inside  

this  

Issue: 

Volume 29, Issue 11 

Highlights    1 

Pastor’s Letter      2 

Christian Ed.    3  

Congregational 

News 

   4 

Mission    5 

Session Notes    6 

 Milestones   

Trinity Women 

   7 

 

Dr. Mack hosts a weekly devotional on Zoom called 

“Wednesday Evening Vespers” each  Wednesday, at 6:30 pm 

for about 30 minutes. This will be a brief time of prayer and 

sharing . He will share scripture, a devotional, prayer concerns, 

and then we will pray as a group. The invitation is available at  

http://trinitytucson.org/wednesday-evening-vespers/.  

 

Our traditional cornucopia will adorn the chancel area in front 

of the pulpit on November 15 and 22.  If you would like to 

contribute any Fall produce (e.g. pumpkins, corn stalks, apples, 

or any canned goods to the display, please bring them to the 

church office by November 12.  (Food items will be given to 

our Food Pantry.) 

Trinity’s Advent mini-concerts begin Sunday, 

November 29 ONLINE  immediately following 

the worship service.  Each program features 

music for the Advent & Christmas season and will last approximately 

20 minutes.  

November 29 – Praise God With Strings and Pipe!  will feature  
Instrumentalists from Trinity’s congregation. 

December 6 – Sing to the Lord a New Song! featuring Vocalists 

from Trinity’s congregation. 

December 13 – Praise God with Trumpets and Horns! will feature 

The Monsoon Brass sextet. 

December 20 – Praise God with Tambourine and Cymbals! features 
The Trinity Jazz Ensemble. 
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Pastoral Letter 

One of my favorite illustrations that I have used  

occasionally in my preaching comes from one of my 

favorite novels – “Lonesome Dove” by Larry 

McMurtry. It is a part in the story when the cowboys 

are driving the cattle through the open plain. The 

plain is completely empty and stretches as far as the 

eye can see – it is flat and without any vegetation or 

knolls. Riding under clear skies, the drivers see a 

small cloud on the horizon, and as they continue to 

watch they see it is moving swiftly in their direction. 

Within a few minutes the men can hear the cloud, 

which makes a low humming sound. Suddenly they 

realize that the herd is about to meet a massive 

swarm of locusts. As the herd and horses start to 

panic in reaction to the approaching swarm, the 

cowboys start panicking as well in the face of an  

unfamiliar hazard. The lead drover speeds his horse 

over to Captain Call – the one to whom the men  

always defer in dire situations. In a panicked voice 

the drover cries out, “It’s locust captain. What do  

we do?” to which Captain Call shouts back a simple 

answer for all the cowboys to hear– “Live through 

it!” The Captain understands that the locusts can be 

endured and overcome. That is why, as their leader, 

he gives the drovers the most direct and practical 

response to their dilemma.  
 

     The reason this story has come to mind is because 

of the many situations we are currently facing – as 

individuals, communities, a nation, and the world.  

As we enter November, we are on the cusp of a very 

divisive election, with uncertainly about what  

happens afterwards. We are facing the next wave of 

the pandemic and a return to the original numbers 

of those infected in the first wave (if there really is a 

second wave and not an extension of the first.)  

Our economy is in a dire situation, and people are  

struggling between trying to live their lives as  

normal or continuing to restrict their movements 

and social encounters. The drought is taking a toll  

on our environment and our health. Along with all  

of these challenges, life goes on – people die, fall 

into distress, or struggle with the ordinary issues of 

everyday living, with one significant exception – the 

very things we do to help us in such times are either 

not available or simply too risky. 
 

     Our current emotional turmoil is to be expected in 

such unusual and turbulent times. Not a day goes by 

that I do not hear an expression of frustration,  

depression or, at a minimum, a desire for things to 

return to the way they were at some prior point. As 

Christians, we look to God for help and answers, but 

that response is thwarted by our inability to express 

our faith as we normally do.  We cannot gather in 

person for worship, be inspired by our choir, sing 

together the hymns that we love, pass the peace or 

the communion plate, or give each other a hug of 

support and care. We seek a clear way, but our  

common sense is at battle with our emotional need 

for sharing and support, and we feel lost in the  

middle. 
 

     That is why I think Captain Call’s words are ones 

we should take to heart. The most important word 

in his command to “Live through it” is “through”.  

In other words, there will be an end to the situations 

in which we find ourselves. As Christians, we move 

through our most difficult days setting our hope  

not upon immediate answers or solutions, but upon 

the love of Christ to get us through, no matter the 

result. We know there is an ultimate end for us, a 

wonderful resolution to all the pain and anxiety we 

experience. Christ showed that other side to his fol-

lowers when he showed them his resurrected life 

and offered a promise – “I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.”  
 

     Think of all the ages past and the horrors that 

Christians have endured – yet the church has lived 

through it all, and it will live through these times. We 

will “live through” these times because Christ is al-

ways with us, and when nothing is left to us, we can 

still hear his gentle voice of encouragement and feel 
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Christian Education 

YOUTH CLASSES 

KREAMER’S CRUSADERS 
(children 8 through 12) 

 Teacher: Matt Kreamer  
We will be exploring questions of faith using the 

Be Bold Curriculum. Each week, Matt will email 

a lesson plan containing questions that will be 

discussed using scripture. This curriculum is 

meant to allow students to ask questions  

followed by a discussion. There will always be a 

bible exploration and a core bible truth. Please 

check out the link below. 

https://www.group.com/category/ministry-resources/
childrens-ministry/sunday-school/be-bold.do 

ANCHOR TRINITY 
(Junior High School through College)   

Teacher: Rona Kreamer 

Anchor Trinity is going to SEE THE WORLD! This 

Fall, we will (virtually) travel around the world with the 

Presbyterian Church! We will be watching services 

from churches around the USA and the World, as well 

as learn more about Presbyterian Mission Partners 

around the globe. Please send your contact information 

and preferred way of receiving the virtual lessons to  

rona.nichols@gmail.com - Links/Lessons can be 

emailed, sent via text message, Facebook Messenger or 

WhatsApp.  

GOD’S TRAILBLAZERS (children ages 4-8)    

Teacher: Kathy Moser                                                                                                                               
A peek at a Bible Lesson: “Jacob’s Twelve Sons”,  Big Idea: God Loves All His Children, Devotional: Being 

Thankful, Children’s Devotion on Thankfulness,  Decorate Chrismon ornaments for your Christmas tree                          

(cardstock Chrismon ornaments with strips of yarn will be included in your next packet) 

the calming presence of his love. This does not mean 

we eschew the responsibilities of our discipleship. We 

take care of ourselves, our loved ones, and those 

around us. We help those in physical, emotional, or spir-

itual need. We never stop being the church, even when 

that which is familiar to us as the church stops. So, 

what can we say about the time ahead? Christ gives us 

an answer – “Live through it; work through it; pray 

through it; because I am always here, I will still be here 

when you reach the other side.” Let this be our trust 

and our confidence always.          

     Dr. Mack  

Steve and Liz Barlow want to thank our Trinity 

family for all the prayers and cards we received 

during his recent heart surgery and continuing 

recovery.  As hard as this social distancing and 

not congregating has been, we have sensed 

the prayers, via that holy spirit, and enjoyed the 

cards and calls. Until we can meet in person 

(remember when we thought cautiously that 

would be around June 16?) know that we have 

been comforted and strengthened by your love 

and care. 

Roberta Crawford says Thank You for all the 

notes and well wishes she has received and for 

the Prayer Shawl from the Deacons. 



Congregational News 

WHO’S IN YOUR VIRTUAL PEW  

Meet Koffi Seddo 
 

What do you do for a living?  

I am a caregiver working with  

severe mentally ill people 

Where is your hometown? 

My hometown is Lome TOGO 

(West Africa) 

What do you like to do in your leisure time?   

I like to run at the park & spend time with family 

What is your favorite food? 

fufu and rice were my favorite foods 

What is your favorite scripture? 

John 3:16  

What does this church mean to you?  Trinity 

church is a family to me. Praising, worshiping and 

preaching changed my life in positive way. 

Thanks for accepting us. Even though we far from 

home we have church family who makes us feel 

closer to home. God bless you all. 
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WHO’S IN YOUR VIRTUAL PEW  

Meet Celeste Dzakpa 
 

What do you do for a living?  

I'm a caregiver at Beacon 

group 

Where is your hometown? 

I'm from TOGO west Africa 

What do you like to do in your  

leisure time?   

I love doing braids for people and listening to 

gospel music 

What is your favorite food? 

shrimp alfredo/ veggies and fruits 

What is your favorite scripture? 

Deuteronomy 28: 1-14 

What does this church mean to you?  My 

church makes me feel the love of the living 

God through the members. I missed going to 

church and I can't wait to return back soon. 

Love and miss you all. 

MAKING SANDWICHES  
A small group of volunteers meet regularly to make sandwiches 

for Casa Maria. If you would like to help  contact Dede Markin 

at 982-3787 or ddmarkin@yahoo.com. Thanks for your help ! 

TRINITY BOOK CLUB  
Until the Book Club meets again in person join them the 4th Monday each 

month at 5:00 pm on Zoom.  Email Billie Holbrook to participate in this 

Zoom Book Club at billie.holbrook@cox.net 
 

November 23 - Trinity Book Club will discuss Dear Edward by Ann Napolitano. Edward is a 12year-old 

boy, who is the sole survivor of a plane crash.  Jenna Bush Hager, the co-host of Today with Hoda & Jen-

na and daughter of former U.S. President George W. Bush, selected Dear Edward as the January 2020 se-

lection of her Read With Jenna book club.[5] Stephanie Larratt of Today wrote: "While the story has trag-

edy at its core, it is a book about shared humanity, new beginnings and finding hope through even the 

most trying experience." 
 

December 28 - We will discuss Through the Gates of Splendor by Elisabeth Elliott. Through Gates of 

Splendor is a 1957 best-selling book written by Elisabeth Elliot. The book tells the story of Operation 

Auca, an attempt by five American missionaries – Jim Elliot (the author's husband), Pete Flemming, Ed 

McCully, Nate Saint, and Roger Youderian – to reach the Huaorani tribe of eastern Ecuador. All five of 

the men were killed by the tribe.  



Mission News 

TRINITY FOOD PANTRY 

Trinity’s Food Pantry is open Sunday from 12:00 to 2:00 pm and Tuesday and Thursday from 12:00 to 

4:00 pm in the Education Building Room 14. Thanks for your food and monetary donations. 
 

RESOURCE CENTER 

The Resource Center is open Tuesday and Thursday 12:00 to 4:00 pm in the Education Building Room 

13 to help clients with Department of Economic Security (DES) applications, vouchers for duplicate  

Arizona ID cards and notarizing documents. They also have limited clothing and shoes. 
 

4TH ON 4TH COMMUNITY SUPPER  

Whenever our next 4th Friday on 4th Avenue Community Supper happens please plan to join us.  

Food and Helpers are always welcome and we will start again when the church is safely reopened. 
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On October 1, 2020, Trinity Resource Center re-opened, in Room 13, with some added safety measures.  

We are taking temperatures, using hand sanitizer, and requiring masks.  We have added tables & Plexiglas 

to help make the application process safe, since our clients are answering questions for about 30 minutes. 

Thus far, in October, our volunteers have processed 15 Food Stamp applications.  As of this writing, we 

have been open 5 days, averaging 3 applications per time.  This is a huge need, and as Covid continues, 

more people may need to be applying for Food Stamps. We are giving vouchers to replace a lost or stolen 

Arizona ID. We have given out many shoes, socks, and clothes, especially men’s clothes.  We appreciate the 

donation of men’s clothing and shoes, since many in Tucson’s homeless community are men. 

Thank you for caring and for sharing!! 

DeDe Markin, Site Administrator 

The Food Pantry has seen an increase in the number of street clients coming to us for snacks for the day. 

On Thursday Oct. 15 we set a new record of 61 snack packs given out to people.  Our clients who come to 

get food bags averages about 12 a day up from 8.  The canned fruits that you donated has supplemented 

their bags and is greatly appreciated.  During the month of September our food pantry collected about 

8,000 pounds of food through donations, picking up food from the different agencies we work with and 

buying food.  We gave out about 7,000 pounds of food.  We may be small but we are “Serving God in the 

Heart of the City”. During the month of November members of the Mission Committee are gearing up to 

put together Pauls’ Socks.  This program supplies our street people with a pair of socks & hygiene items.  

Tables will be set in Trinity Hall and the supplies will be provided.  We will use social distancing and will 

do the project several times so that those of you who want to participate can do so safely.  For those of you 

who cannot put the packets together you can still help by contributing men’s and women’s socks & anklets 

or by funding the program through the church with the words Paul’s Socks on the memo line.  If you are 

interested in helping with this mission please call the church office and leave your name or you can e-mail 

me at smedley_a@msn.com if that is easier.   

   Thank you all for your prayers and your continued support of all our mission projects.   

                Alice Smedley, Food Bank Coordinator  
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Session Notes 

These are extraordinary times, but without fanfare or 
excitement Session continues to go about the work 
of the church.  All committees are meeting via Zoom 
or email and staying healthy and safe.  Following are 
a few tidbits from the September 29, 2020 called 
Session meeting and the October 20, 2020 stated 
Session meeting. 
 

 To comply with the new Fair Labor Standards 
Act, Session approved some personnel policy 
changes concerning employees who are also 
members of Trinity Presbyterian Church.  In   
addition,  the Session approved revised job      
descriptions for Administrative Assistant,        
Security Monitor, Food Bank Coordinator,     
Facilities Supervisor and Bookkeeper.  The      
Administration & Personnel Committee worked 
long and hard to make these updates. 

 A new subcommittee has formed to explore    
actions required before in-person worship can be 
restored.  This group is called the Worship    
Restoration Workgroup and right now the  
members of the group are exploring what it 
would look like during Phase I to safely reopen 
for worship.  Members of the group are Janet 
Jones, Mack Sigmon, Lynn Moser, Bruce   
Chamberlain, John Hill, Jeanette Ryan, Leone 
Mohney and Jim and Janet Hooper.  Rona 
Kreamer is the standby legal advisor.  Other staff 
members will also serve from time to time. 

 Right now the streaming worship service is well 
received with well over a 100 viewers attending 
each Sunday.  All time high attendance number 
was 177 views.  A telephone call-in application is 
being added in t he near future so those without 
internet connections can use their phone to hear 
the service. 

 Can you imagine a Zoom meeting with 95     
participants?  Presbytery Commissioner Will   
Tilley attended the Presbytery de Cristo meeting 
in October to help decide whether or not Presby-
tery de Cristo will remain yoked to the Grand 
Canyon Presbytery.  Kudos to Will who survived 
the four-hour meeting. 

 Session approved allowing Trinity Presbytery 
Women to have an in-person Bible study at the 
church.  A maximum of eight people might     
attend and all would practice mask wearing and 

social distancing. 
 The Deacons have canceled the All Church picnic 

for safety reasons. 
 Worship Committee is planning future worship 

services for the November giving thanks time and 
the Advent season. 

 Finance Committee is researching investment  
opportunities with the Presbyterian Foundation 
and others in order to help Session decide about 
moving our JP Morgan Funds. 

 The Growth & Outreach Team and Mission 
Committee are exploring ways to have small 
groups do mission work together safely. Right 
now Paul’s Socks are under consideration. 

 The August special offering brought $1,295 to 
benefit Sewing Masks for Tucson. 

 The Property Committee is keeping the church 
running with targeted maintenance. 

 Would you like to join Stewardship Committee?  
Will Tilley needs you!  He’s done the hard part 
already by attending the Presbytery Foundation’s 
2020 Stewardship Kaleidoscope training of three 
2-hour sessions. 

 

Session members prayed for those in need of extra 
care and concern within and without our Trinity 
family as well as the health of our nation.  
  
    Janet Hooper 
    Clerk of Session  

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

November 1 Micah 3:5-12; Psalm 43; 1 Thess. 

2:9-13; Matt. 23:1-12 

November 8 Josh, 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7, 

1 Thess. 4:13-18; Matt. 25:1-13  

November 15 Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; 1 Thess. 

5:1-11; Matt. 25:14-30 

November 22 Ezek. 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 

100; Eph. 1:15-23; Matt. 25:31-46 

November 29 Isa. 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 

1 Cor. 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 
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Trinity Milestones 

Honoring & Memorials  

In Honor of  Alice Smedley & her volunteers by 

Imogene Moser 
 

In Memory of  Marcia Sisley by Bonnie Stull 
 

In Memory of  Howard Moser by Imogene Moser 

In Memory of  Marcia Sisley by Leone Mohney 
 

In Memory of  Barbara Kittle by Leone Mohney 

In Memory of  All The Saints by Leone Mohney 

In Memory of  Barbara Kittle by Bonnie Stull 

In Memory of  Barbara Kittle by Tom & Vade  

Henderson 

In Memory of  Barbara Kittle by Arlene Sturm 

In Memory of  Barbara Kittle by Imogene Moser 

In Memory of  Barbara Kittle by Ruth Myers 

In Memory of  Barbara Kittle by Roberta 

Westergaard 

In Memory of  Barbara Kittle by Derry Dean 

Here at Trinity we are working hard to be here for 

you & our community. In this trying time we  

appreciate you & thank you for helping us  

continue our mission of  

“Serving God in the Heart of the City”.   

You may mail in your pledges and donations  

or use Trinity’s  online service  

available on the home page of the website.   

If you donate online you will receive a receipt from 

the Presbytery Foundation/Vanco as they are our 

processor. Thank you! 

Trinity Women 

The Horizon's Bible Study  “Into the Light:  

Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament” by  

P. Lynn Miller taught by Dr. Mack will begin  

Tuesday November 10 at 10:30 am in Fellowship 

Hall with masks and social distancing. Contact 

Leone Mohney for a study book. The women 

gather at 10:00 am before the bible study for their 

business meeting. 
 

Ryan's Bears Despite the pandemic the making of 

bears has continued. Thanks to Bonnie Stull, Janet 

Jones, Ruth Myers, and Ruth Russell. Fabric  

contributions (fleece or flannel are preferred but 

any good cotton can be used). We can also use 

buttons (nickel sized with two holes are best). 

Thank you for your contributions & support. We 

are finishing the bears up so that they can be 

blessed and distributed in December. 

November Anniversaries 

3  Travis Spillers and Heather Mace 

16  Glenn & Johanna Moyer 

24  Robert & Linda Lohse 

29 Bates & Annie Butler 

  2 LaRue Woslum 

  3 Greg Keidel 

  4 David Cotton 

  4 Gerry Pearson 

  5 Lily Chacon 

  5 Evelyn Chapman 

10 Cameron Toering 

10 Christine Toering 

13 Imogene Moser  -  93 

15 Catherine Dimenstein 

16 Tony Miranda 

16 Eric Amos 

18 Sheila Croteau 

20 Lulu Brown 

23 Hap Howard 

24 David Maycher 

26 Brooke Miller 

28 Alice Gratias  -  96 

  November Birthdays 

December Birthdays (1—10) 

2 Ida Wickizer 6 Elliott Koeppen  - 91 

4 Melinda Arnold 7 Marilyn Slagle 

5 Errol Dimenstein 9 Bonnie Stull 



 
 We are “LIVE” streaming the Sunday service beginning at 10:15 am until 

further notice. Go to trinitytucson.org/watch-live to join in. 

 Fellowship happens online each Sunday at 12:00 pm. Your invitation to 

join is at trinitytucson.org/watch-live below the Sunday service. 

 Wednesday Evening Vespers are at 6:30 pm online. Your invitation is at 

http://trinitytucson.org/wednesday-evening-vespers/.  

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

400 E. University Blvd. 

Tucson, AZ 85705 
 

520-623-2579   

Office 10:00 am-2:00 pm Monday-Thursday 
 

Trinity Website 

www.trinitytucson.org 
 

Email Addresses 

office@trinitytucson.org 

Deadline for the December 2020 VISION  is  

Thursday, November 19, 2020 

Please submit typewritten articles to the 

church office or to: office@trinitytucson.org  

http://www.trinitytucson.org/
mailto:office@trinitytucson.org

