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Dr. Mack will host a weekly devotional on Zoom called 

“Wednesday Evening Vespers” beginning Wednesday,  

September 9, 2020 at 6:30 pm for about 30 minutes.  

This will be a brief time of prayer and sharing . He will share 

scripture, a devotional, prayer concerns, and then we will pray 

as a group. The invitation is available at  

http://trinitytucson.org/wednesday-evening-vespers/.  

 

The Christian Education Committee will showcase the fall 

plans for classes with video introductions from the  

Youth class teachers featured during worship that day.   

See page 3 for more Youth class information. 

 

Online Worship including communion with music provided by 

Trinity’s Vocal Ensemble. Join us each Sunday online at  

trinitytucson.org/watch-live, www.facebook.com/tpctucson. 

You can also watch through the BoxCast app on  

Roku TV, Apple TV and Fire TV. 
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Pastoral Letter 

     I was thinking about the remarkable difference be-

tween September of last year and September of 2020. 

Here is how my Pastor’s Desk opened for the month of 

September in 2019:      

September has arrived: the schools are open, the univer-

sity is back in Session, and Tucson appears to be shaking 

off the summer doldrums – although the weather may 

not feel this way. As far as our urban community of faith 

on the corner of University and 4th Avenue, we are also 

beginning to shake the summer doldrums as we move 

into the last quarter of  the Christian year: our chancel 

choir returns, we celebrate Rally Day for our Education 

program, we learn of a new opportunity to support our 

two major cantatas, and yes – the opening of the parking 

lot (and in a few months, the new building next door.) 

In other words, things are about to get very busy at 

Trinity, although we stay pretty busy all the time. I find 

it interesting that most of the summer months and right 

up to the last Sunday in November fall under one specif-

ic category of the liturgical year – “Ordinary Time.” In 

my 38 years of ministry I have never experienced 

“ordinary time” in the church – although, I must admit, 

there are moments I have craved it.   
 

     Little did I know how much I would be craving 

“Ordinary Time” as I write this Pastor’s Desk one year 

later. It is amazing to me how events in such a short span 

of time has changed our lives and shifted our perspec-

tives. This time last year I would have never imagined 

that we would have to re-think our entire way of doing 

church and sharing worship; I would have never imag-

ined that I could not make my ordinary visits to people 

who were sick, hospitalized, or in need; I would not 

have dreamed that every cough, whether mine or some-

one near me, would raise alarm bells and impose a cycle 

of anxiety, or that I would need to wear a mask outside 

of my home, and distance myself from in the most ordi-

nary of encounters.  
 

     I always enjoy films that are set in the future. Usually 

such stories are science fiction, and usually they get eve-

rything about the future completely wrong. I was watch-

ing the movie “The Terminator” the other day and 

laughed to myself about how a 1984 story projected a 

future that we should be experiencing now – but thank-

fully, are not. That, to me, is one of the most consistent 

flaws in writing about the future – the story is not set far 

enough ahead to match the technology or the circum-

stances. Then there is the movie “Contagion,” released in 

2011. Nine years later, that story is incredibly accurate in 

mirroring our current reality, except for the fact that the 

“contagion” of the film has a much higher fatality rate 

than Covid-19. Personally, I like my movies to be fic-

tional and not as accurately predictive as “Contagion.” 
 

     The point I am making is that our lives can change 

unexpectedly in the space of a short time, which is why 

we need that which we can grasp as reliable and con-

sistent. That is one of the great benefits of faith in Jesus 

Christ as the Son of God, and the way our lives reflect 

that faith. You may have heard me say in the classroom 

and from the pulpit that, if we were to be transported to 

the first century - when Christianity was in its infancy - it 

would not be alien to us, even in such a radically differ-

ent world. If we went to worship in the church in first 

century Corinth, we may not know the language, but we 

would immediately know what the language was about. 

We may not know the hymns, but we would understand 

why those in attendance were singing. As the gathering 

lifted the cup and the bread we would recognize the sa-

cred meaning behind that meal. 
 

     But even beyond the familiar acts of Christian wor-

ship, we would certainly recognize now, more than ever, 

the dependency upon God that filled the lives of our 

spiritual ancestors. In September, in the year of our Lord 

2020, we have found ourselves driven into unexpected 

places of dependency; but like our Christian ancestry, we 

must realize that great times of need are an opportunity 

for us to reaffirm our faith, and then act as Christ taught 

us. In the face of a pandemic, I imagine that if the first 

century church knew what we know now they would 

have been making masks and sharing them with their 

communities; they would have been protecting each oth-

er by finding creative ways to be the church; they would 

have used their gifts to further the kingdom of God, and 
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Christian Education 

YOUTH CLASSES 

KREAMER’S CRUSADERS 
(children 8 through 12) 

 Teacher: Matt Kreamer  
We will be exploring questions of faith using the 

Be Bold Curriculum. Each week, Matt will email 

a lesson plan containing questions that will be 

discussed using scripture. This curriculum is 

meant to allow students to ask questions  

followed by a discussion. There will always be a 

bible exploration and a core bible truth. Please 

check out the link below. 

https://www.group.com/category/ministry-resources/
childrens-ministry/sunday-school/be-bold.do 

ANCHOR TRINITY 
(Junior High School through College)   

Teacher: Rona Kreamer 

Anchor Trinity is going to SEE THE WORLD! This 

Fall, we will (virtually) travel around the world with the 

Presbyterian Church! We will be watching services 

from churches around the USA and the World, as well 

as learn more about Presbyterian Mission Partners 

around the globe. Please send your contact information 

and preferred way of receiving the virtual lessons to  

rona.nichols@gmail.com - Links/Lessons can be 

emailed, sent via text message, Facebook Messenger or 

WhatsApp.  

GOD’S TRAILBLAZERS (children ages 4-8)    

Teacher: Kathy Moser                                                                                                                               
We will be using Top 50 Instant Bible Lessons for Elementary.  Each lesson begins with the focus Scripture 

and memory verse.  The “Big Idea” keeps children focused on the main truth being taught from God’s 

Word. Until we are together again for in-person class time, each month’s lessons will be mailed to the  

parents. See below for a peek at Lesson 1. 

                                                  Bible Memory 
Verse 

Bible Lesson Big Idea Opening 
Game 

Object 
Lesson 

Optional Activities 

Genesis 
1:1-3 

Genesis 
1:1 

Creation God Made 
All Things 

Hidden 
Stars 

Orange 
Sun 

Sunshine  
Cupcakes, Shine 
a Light, Upset the 

Solar System 

they would have lifted the hearts around them with hope. What those early Christians actually did was remarkable – 

they stayed with the sick of the pandemic when everybody else fled, and this changed the world as we know it. 
 

     Perhaps the church cannot change the entire world in this pandemic year 2020, but we can certainly change the 

communities and lives around us by continuing to be not just the community of Jesus Christ, but to act like it. We do 

not know how the church will be different next year, or in the years after 2020, but one thing is for sure – we will still 

be the church, because the Holy Spirit will remake us into that which the kingdom of God requires. We must never 

forget that as Christians we are, above all else, a gathering of hearts – hearts that believe God’s love and are called to 

share that love at every opportunity. What is our opportunity today? Let out hearts dwell upon that thought, and 

meet the day as God gives it to us. 

                      Dr. Mack  



ADULT CLASSES 
GOD AND THE PANDEMIC WITH DR. MACK Sundays 9:00 am ONLINE 

Join us through October 4 as Dr. Mack  continues this class. In times of disaster or crisis, Christians have 

been notoriously prone to jumping to conclusions about the nature and character of God, what he might  

be doing or saying in all this, and who is at fault for these great and terrible events. Embrace a different  

approach. In God and the Pandemic, biblical scholar N.T. Wright will guide you in how to “keep our  

reactions within a biblical limit” and to read the events in the world through the light of Jesus and the early 

Christians. A book that promises to shape our faith now and into the future, God and the Pandemic will 

help you to understand how we are to talk about God, how we are to live in the present pandemic, how we 

recover from it, and what is the church’s calling in the midst of it all. Visit http://trinitytucson.org/god-and-

the-pandemic/ for more information about the author and for links to purchase the book online.  

Congregational News 

WHO’S IN YOUR VIRTUAL PEW  

Meet Chuck Sosna 
 

What did you do for a living?  

I am a retired Medical Device 

Process and Validation Engineer 

Where is your hometown? 

I was born in Manoa, Pennsylva-

nia and moved to Tucson in 1971 

What do you like to do in your 

leisure time?  Fix things, restore 

old cars, community support, travel. 

What is your favorite food?  Jager Schnitzel    

What is your favorite hymn & Bible verse? 

God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand.  

Matthew 5 : 1-10  The Sermon on the Mount      

What does this church mean to you?  Fellowship, 

Sharing, Community support, Friendship. 

TRINITY BOOK CLUB  
Until the Book Club meets again 

in person you are encouraged to 

read & share your thoughts about 

the books you are reading.  

September’s book is “The Silent Patient” by Alex 

Michaelides. Meetings are held the 4th Monday 

each month at 5:00 pm on Zoom. If you would 

like to participate in future online meetings please 

contact Billie Holbrook for the Zoom invitation. 

Future book selections are: October "The Splendid 

and the Vile" by Eric Larson, November "Dear Ed-

ward" by Ann Napolitano, December "Through the 

Gates of Splendor" by Elizabeth Elliott. 
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MAKING SANDWICHES  
A small group of volunteers meet regularly to 

make sandwiches for Casa Maria. If you would 

like to help  contact Dede Markin at 982-3787 or 

ddmarkin@yahoo.com. Thanks for your help ! 

Christian Education 

POLO Parents of Little Ones  

Is on hiatus but will start again in the future. 

MACK’S CLASS ON THE BOOK OF 

REVELATION 
Is on hiatus but will start again in the future. 



Mission News 

TRINITY FOOD PANTRY 

Trinity’s Food Pantry is open Sunday from 12:00 to 2:00 pm and Tuesday and Thursday from 12:00 to 

4:00 pm in the Education Building Room 14. Thanks for your food and monetary donations. 
 

RESOURCE CENTER 

Trinity Resource Center now has an account set up with AZ MVD which enables us to give a voucher to 

individuals needing a replacement AZ ID at the Trinity Food Pantry during the hours listed above.   

We hope to reopen soon, with the safety of our volunteers and clients, being first and foremost.  

Thank you for continuing to support this vital mission. 
 

4TH ON 4TH COMMUNITY SUPPER  

Whenever our next 4th Friday on 4th Avenue Community Supper happens please plan to join us.  

Food and Helpers are always welcome and we will start again when the church is safely reopened. 
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Things will be different this year but we hope you will join Trinity’s walking team or make a donation 
 

 We will not start as a group Walk, due to the Virus: Each church coordinator & their walkers will de-

cide how and where to walk: in neighborhood groups with masks or from their church to a point 

with masks. 
 

 2. Helping to meet the needs in the World and in Tucson is our goal - not exercise: We will set up 

an Online Team on the CWS Website:  http://www.crophungerwalk/tucsonaz.  You may send  

 donation checks to the church office (made out to CWS/CROP not Trinity Presbyterian Church). 
 

The Virus has spread over the world, causing additional problems in countries already struggling, BUT: 

In Kenya, CWS has developed simple digital training messages for farmers about preparing their land, 

planting and managing those crops - suited to their area of the country. In Thailand, a planned series 

of gatherings on child safeguarding is being converted to webinars. In the US, refugee services like ESL 

classes are happening through video meetings.  
 

Church World Service (CWS) combines the efforts of 30 Christian denominations to provide: 

 Disaster Relief- not just for a month, but long-term rebuilding 

 Refugee relief/Resettlement in the US: careful screening brings hope to new, energetic workers  

 Self-help development: local staff work with communities to help them meet their needs: with tools 

and skills to make lasting changes to feed themselves for a lifetime/improve their health: with 

chicks and vegetables; a staff teaches whole communities how to build family sanitary latrines, 

building materials for primary schools with communities providing the labor, then the government 

provides the teachers.  
 

75% of what we raise goes to the worldwide work of Church World Service 

25% stays in Tucson, shared equally between the Community Food Bank,  

Casa Maria and Interfaith Community Services. 
 

Any questions or suggestions on where you want to walk  

please call Betty Lu Holland 579-2895 or Sherry Letson 954-4057 

http://www.crophungerwalk/tucsonaz.
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Session Notes 

After a break in July, Session has reZoomed their 
stated meetings.  Everyone was in attendance except 
for Ann Walker who is recovering from surgery un-
der the care of her sister in another state.  It is grati-
fying to Dr. Mack, the Worship Committee and Ses-
sion members that our streamed worship attendance 
averages 120 units.  Each unit may represent more 
than one individual.  We are not together inside a 
sanctuary but we are still Trinity church. 
 

 Dr. Mack has assembled a committee called the 
Worship Restoration Work Group that will begin 
meeting very soon to begin the process in deter-
mining how we can return to in-person worship.  
Just watching how schools are faring by returning 
to classrooms and digital learning, this process 
may be daunting and we will want to be safe and 
sound. 

 Leone Mohney’s report about church finances  
indicates we are on target for gifts and pledges, 
but Trinity is still running a deficit. 

 Will Tilley and Leone attended a Zoom Presby-
tery de Cristo meeting in July and though they 
missed the in-person fellowship, 80 participants 
managed to achieve the business at hand.  Laura 
Munroe’s examination was approved for her ordi-
nation.  Laura may be invited to preach at Trinity 
some Sunday soon. 

 Session considered requests for a wedding and a 
wedding vow renewal, but no one feels comforta-
ble yet with allowing groups inside our sanctuary. 

 Christian Education reports that Sunday school 
class teachers will prepare videos to air in early 
September for Rally Sunday during the streamed 
services. 

 Growth & Outreach Team will re-evaluate the 
Zoom socials. 

 Session approved Mission Committee to dispose 
of several pieces of furniture from the former    
Migrant Family Shelter. The items (dressers, beds 
and other furniture) will be delivered to places 
that can put them to good use. 

 Property Committee oversees keeping our facility 
in good repair.  They installed a soda machine on 
the lower level of the old education wing for use 
by the Narcotics Anonymous groups that meet 
there. 

 Stewardship Committee will make plans for our 
fall pledge and gift program as well as feature   
VISION articles about stewardship. 

 Session approved for Worship Committee to   
purchase a fixed pan-tilt-zoom camera with       
operating keyboard and joystick.  Funds from the 
Memorial Fund in the amount of $2,585.09 will 
be used for this purchase.  The equipment will be 
moved to the upstairs sound room so the sanctu-
ary will be free for the return of worshipers in the 
future. 

 Administration & Personnel will continue to work 
on updated Personnel Policies and Job Descrip-
tions for Administrative Assistant, Bookkeeper, 
Facilities Supervisor, Food Bank Coordinator and 
Security Monitor.  They hope to add new policy 
to accommodate employees that are also church 
members in order to comply with new labor laws 
affecting church member employees.  All Presby-
terian churches are struggling with the new labor 
laws. 

 Session continues to serve and lead the Trinity 
family with safety and caring.   
  

    Janet Hooper 

Here at Trinity we are working hard to be here for 

you & our community. In this trying time we  

appreciate you & thank you for helping us  

continue our mission of  

“Serving God in the Heart of the City”.   

You may mail in your pledges and donations  

or use Trinity’s  online service  

available on the home page of the website.   

If you donate online you will receive a receipt 

from the Presbytery Foundation/Vanco as they are 

our processor. Thank you! 
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Trinity Milestones 

Honoring & Memorials  

In Memory of  Bill Davies by Don & Ruth Myers 
 

In Memory of  Bill Davies by Daphne Madson 
 

In Memory of  Bill Davies by Imogene Moser 
 

In Memory of  Evelyn Chapman by Melinda Arnold 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

September 6  Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149;  

Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20 
 

September 13  Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114;  

Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35 

September 20  Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 

37-45; Phil. 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16 
 

September 27  Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4,  

12-16; Phil. 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32 

Trinity Women 

The Horizon's Bible Study will meet again in the 

Fall. Dr. Mack will lead a new study then. 
 

Ryan's Bears Despite the pandemic the making of 

bears has continued. Bonnie Stull has cut out 

bears, Janet Jones and Ruth Myers have machine 

stitched them up & Ruth Russell hand stitches 

them closed after they have been stuffed. We hope 

to have  50-60 bears made in time by December 

for Christmas gifts at Primavera, Our Family  

Social Services and the Arizona Children's Assoc. 

Contributions of fabric are always welcomed.  

Either fleece or flannel are preferred but any good 

cotton can be used. We can also use buttons 

(nickel sized with only two holes are best). Thank 

you to everyone for your contributions & support. 

  September Birthdays 

15 Pat Hardy 

15 Daphne Madson 

16 Stephen Russell 

17 Judith Rachael 

17 Amy Sigmon 

19 Janet Hooper 

20 Anthony Corona 

21 Bill Voigt 

26 Joni Price 

30 Jennifer Carter 

3 Janet & Jim Hooper 

14 Bill & Jere Voigt 

22 Rona & Matt Kreamer 

26 Dr. Mack & Amy Sigmon 

30 Randi Windsor & Tom Roof 

September Anniversaries 

3 Wayne Steele 

4 Rona Kreamer 

5 David Croteau 

5 Barbara Kittle 

6 Janet Goodhue 

8 Jim Croxen 

8 Bucky Lovejoy 

9 Madeline Lind 

1 Jackson Barlow 

October Birthdays (1—10) 

4 Emelia Maycher 7 Debbie Hobbs 



 
 We are “LIVE” streaming the Sunday service beginning at 10:20 am  until further 

notice. Go to trinitytucson.org/watch-live to join in. 

 Dr. Mack starts continues his class “God and the Pandemic”. For more             

information go to  trinitytucson.org/god-and-the-pandemic/. 

 Fellowship happens online each Sunday at 12:00 pm. Your invitation  to join is at 

trinitytucson.org/watch-live below the Sunday service. 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

400 E. University Blvd. 

Tucson, AZ 85705 
 

520-623-2579   

Office 10:00 am-2:00 pm Monday-Thursday 
 

Trinity Website 

www.trinitytucson.org 
 

Email Addresses 

office@trinitytucson.org 

Deadline for the October 2020 VISION  is  

Monday, September 21, 2020 

Please submit typewritten articles to the 

church office or to: office@trinitytucson.org  

George Greenleaf has spoken to several of his friends here 

and let them know that he is doing well & staying 

healthy. He is 102 now & lives in a Masonic retirement 

home in Michigan where the people who run it are taking 

all the precautions with the residents. He sends his regards 

to all at Trinity.   

http://www.trinitytucson.org/
mailto:office@trinitytucson.org

