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Mission Sunday at Trinity  
 

Trinity is still serving God in the Heart of the City.  

August 9th is Mission Sunday. Every year we dedicate an  

offering in August to mission giving. This year our offering  

will go to masksfortucson.org. Their mission is to make cotton 

masks to help Tucson-based healthcare workers, first responders 

and those providing vital services to our community. Trinity  

received 325 masks and has been distributing them for free 

through our Food Pantry/Resource Center and to others  

who come to our campus and office. We will donate our  

Mission offering to this non-profit so they can purchase  

supplies to make more masks.  

Presbytery de Cristo Happenings 
 

Matthew 25 Offering  

This annual collection designed  to provide aid to our  

Presbyterian border ministries Frontera de Cristo &  

Compañeros en Misión as they serve our sisters and brothers  

in Christ through the CAME Migrant Assistance Center in 

Agua Prieta & the Compañeros en Misión Migrant  

Ministry in Nogales.  See the enclosed flyer to help. 

 

Online BIG EVENT!  

August 22, 2020 9 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.  
 

Guest Speaker - Rev. Dr. Brent Strawn, Duke Divinity School. 

Make plans to join us virtually as we explore a theme on  

moving from "Living Amidst Disorientation: seeking God's  

new orientation for our communities and churches."  This is an 

ONLINE event. Those who register will get Zoom invitations  

to join worship, the plenary & the workshop of their choice.  

See the enclosed flyer for event & registration information 
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Pastoral Letter 

     One of my favorite war movies is “Saving  

Private Ryan,” a movie which, stark and brutal in 

its realistic depiction of battle, shows the extreme  

nature of sacrifice demanded in war.  In one of the 

final scenes in the film, the ideals of sacrifice and 

freedom are depicted in the most personal of 

terms. Captain Miller and almost his entire  

platoon have given their lives in order to save  

Private Ryan’s life and return him to his mother, 

who has already lost three of her sons in the war. 

As Captain Miller lays dying on the bridge which 

they have defended at such a high cost, he grabs 

the kneeling Private Ryan, pulls him close to his 

face, and speaks to the young man his final words 

– “Earn this.”  With those two words, the Captain 

reminds the young soldier of the sacrifice that has 

been made for him, and the appropriate response 

to such a sacrifice, which becomes a demand of a 

lifetime – “we have given your life to you…make 

your life worth the sacrifice.”  
 

     We have created ways of recognizing and  

celebrating historical sacrifice, but how do we  

celebrate spiritual sacrifice?  Is there any place in 

life or religion where we find the concept of  

sacrifice without expectation of return, of sacrifice 

that is made for idea that exceeds all human  

selfishness?  “This is my commandment, that you 

love one another as I have loved you. No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. I do not call you servants any  

longer, because the servant does not know what 

the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 

because I have made known to you everything that 

I have heard from my Father. .. I am giving you 

these commands so that you may love one  

another.”  
 

     Jesus taught us that the true meaning of  

sacrifice is “a life laid down,” and showed us not 

only what that meant, but how to do it. He loves 

us not for who we think we are, but for who we 

truly are – even for those things that we are  

unwilling to admit to ourselves.  Christ loves us 

with a love so blind it seems almost ridiculous: 

“Father, forgive them, for they know now what 

they do.”  Jesus did not command us to make the 

same sacrifice for others that he made for us,  

because we cannot do for others what Christ did 

for us. Instead, Jesus told us to hold in our hearts 

the same motivation for which he went to the 

cross, which we can do – “I am giving you these 

commands so that you may love one another.”       
 

     Reformed theologian John Piper describes  

why so few in the world find little hope when 

they encounter we who follow Christ: “Why don't 

people ask us about our hope? The answer is  

probably that we look as if we hope in the same 

things they do. Our lives don't look like they are 

on the Calvary road, stripped down for sacrificial 

love, serving others with the sweet assurance that 

we don't need to be rewarded in this life.” Piper 

leaves a questions for each of our hearts - do we 

hope for the same things as the world hopes?   

Do we believe so that we can be rewarded in this 

life?  Or do we believe so that others will find a 

reward in us – a reward of love and service, a  

reward that can be offered only in a life laid down? 

Have a wonderful August, and please – STAY 

SAFE! 

                  
    Dr. Mack  



Page 3 The Vision 

ADULT CLASSES 

Christian Education 

YOUTH CLASSES 
KREAMER’S CRUSADERS 

(children 8 through 12) 

 Teacher: Matt Kreamer  
We will be exploring questions of faith using 

the Be Bold Curriculum (see link below). Each 

week, Matt will email a lesson plan containing 

questions that will be discussed using scripture. 

This curriculum is meant to allow students to 

ask questions followed by a discussion. There 

will always be a bible exploration and a core 

bible truth. Please check out the link below for 

any further investigation.  
 

https://www.group.com/category/ministry-
resources/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/be-
bold.do 

ANCHOR TRINITY 
(Junior High School through College)   

Teacher: Rona Kreamer 

Watch for messages with activities to do at home 

POLO 

Parents of Little Ones (POLO) is on hiatus but will 

start again in the future. 

GOD AND THE PANDEMIC WITH DR. MACK Sundays 9:00 am ONLINE 

Join us beginning  August 2 as Dr. Mack  begins his new class. In times of disaster or crisis, Christians have 

been notoriously prone to jumping to conclusions about the nature and character of God, what he might  

be doing or saying in all this, and who is at fault for these great and terrible events. Embrace a different  

approach. In God and the Pandemic, biblical scholar N.T. Wright will guide you in how to “keep our  

reactions within a biblical limit” and to read the events in the world through the light of Jesus and the early 

Christians. A book that promises to shape our faith now and into the future, God and the Pandemic will 

help you to understand how we are to talk about God, how we are to live in the present pandemic, how we 

recover from it, and what is the church’s calling in the midst of it all. Visit http://trinitytucson.org/god-and-

the-pandemic/ for more information about the author and for links to purchase the book online. Mack is  

recommending that everyone have a copy of the book for the class, if you need help getting one please  

contact him on his cell at 704-430-8811 or by email at drmacksigmon@gmail.com. 

GOD’S TRAILBLAZERS (children ages 4-8)                                                                                   

Summer Theme: Animals                                                                                                    
Teacher: Kathy Moser                                                                                                     

Lessons will be emailed to the parents every Saturday                                                    

in August and Saturday, September 5th.                                                                                                                                                                     

We will continue to learn about God’s amazing animals! 

“How many are your works, Lord! In wisdom you 
made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.  There is 
the sea, vast and spacious, teeming with creatures beyond 

number—living things both large and small.” Psalm 
104:24-25 NIV 

MACK’S CLASS ON THE BOOK OF 

REVELATION 
Is on hiatus but will start again in the future. 



Congregational News 

WHO’S IN YOUR VIRTUAL PEW  

Meet Travis Spillers 
 

What do you do for a living?  

I teach kinder through 5th grade 

special education. 

Where is your hometown? 

Aqui, in the Old Pueblo. 

What do you like to do in your 

leisure time? 

Play music with friends and explore with my wife 

and kids. 

What is your favorite food? 

Macaroni and cheese, but I could be persuaded 

into a new favorite. 

What is your favorite hymn & Bible verse? 

“Morning Has Broken” or “The Friendly Beasts.” 

Bible Verse: Matthew 25: 31-46, “The Sheep and 

the Goats.”  ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 

one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me.’  

What does this church mean to you?  

Trinity is a loving community and a great place 

to serve the Lord through mission. 

WHO’S IN YOUR VIRTUAL PEW  

Meet Holly Clark 
 

What do you do for a living?  

I'm happily retired. I was an  

interior designer.  

Where is your hometown? 

I'm a Tucson native  

What do you like to do in your lei-

sure time? 

I like to get together with my fami-

ly and head to the mountains; I like to garden; 

and I like to read  

What is your favorite food? 

Thanksgiving dinner. Second is Mexican food, of 

course.   

What is your favorite hymn & Bible verse? 

My favorite hymn is Amazing Grace. My favorite 

verse is "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 

lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your 

paths straight." Proverbs 3:5-6 

What does this church mean to you?  

Trinity means family and fellowship to me. I can't 

wait to get back. 

TRINITY BOOK CLUB  
Until the Book Club meets again 

in person you are encouraged to 

continue reading & sharing your 

thoughts about the books you are reading. 

August ‘s book is “The Education of an  

Idealist” by Samantha Powers and Septem-

ber is “The Silent Patient” by Alex Michael-

ides. Meetings are held the 4th Monday each 

month at 5:00 pm on Zoom. If you would 

like to participate in future online meetings 

please contact Billie Holbrook for the Zoom 

invitation. 
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Here at Trinity we are working hard to be here for you & 

our community. In this trying time we appreciate you & 

thank you for helping us continue our mission of “Serving 

God in the Heart of the City”.  You may mail in your  

pledges and donations or use Trinity’s  online service  

available on the home page of the website.  If you donate 

online you will receive a receipt from the Presbytery  

Foundation/Vanco as they are our processor. Thank you! 

Mission News 

TRINITY FOOD PANTRY 

Trinity’s Food Pantry is open Sunday from 12:00 to 2:00 pm and Tuesday and Thursday from 12:00 to 

4:00 pm in the Education Building Room 14. Thanks for your food and monetary donations. 

RESOURCE CENTER 

Trinity Resource Center now has an account set up with AZ MVD which enables us to give a 

voucher to individuals needing a replacement AZ ID at the Trinity Food Pantry during the 

hours listed above.  We hope to reopen soon, with the safety of  our volunteers and clients, being 

first and foremost. Thank you for continuing to support this vital mission. 

4TH ON 4TH COMMUNITY SUPPER  

Whenever our next 4th Friday on 4th Avenue Community Supper happens please plan to join us.  

Food and Helpers are always welcome and we will start again when the church is safely reopened.. 

MAKING SANDWICHES  
A small group of volunteers meet 

regularly to make sandwiches for Casa 

Maria. If you would like to help  contact 

Dede Markin at 982-3787 or 

ddmarkin@yahoo.com. Thanks for your 

help and support! 
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SUMMER MISSION HAPPENINGS 
Alice Smedley’s Food Pantry report: 400 walk-ins (10 people asked for masks), 85 family boxes  

distributed, half the walk-ins were not wearing masks! The Resource Center itself is closed but DeDe has 

been working out of the Food Pantry providing these vital services:  one application for DES services, hy-

giene packs (3), vouchers for AZDOT ID’s (2), pairs of socks (4), flip flops (3pairs), and clothing in bags 

is ready to be distributed when requested. The Primavera Men’s Shelter was closed for renovation and will 

open again on July 13th. Tom Henderson’s breakfast serving or delivery of packaged goods will resume on 

the 15th. Sandwich making continues with 900 bologna sandwiches delivered to Casa Maria thanks to a 

small dedicated team of not more than 5. DeDe made 300 cheese and bologna sandwiches by herself (to 

safely socially distance) on one Saturday in June.  Alice and DeDe are working on a grant request to the 

Community Foundation of Southern Arizona Covid-19 Community Support Fund. This grant money 

would go to needed protections, i.e. Plexiglas barriers, 4ft tables and other items needed to safely open the 

Resource Center. Thank you, Trinity for your generosity. We remain a ‘spark of hope’ in downtown  

Tucson by “Serving God in the Heart of the City”. 

Congregational News 
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Session Notes 

Once again, Session met using Zoom.  Several  
participants experienced some technology challenges.  
The meeting began a little late while Dr. Mack  
sorted out problems with his devices.  The Clerk of 
Session called the meeting to order at the request of 
Mack and Will Tilley opened the meeting with  
prayer.  Then Mack came to our rescue. 
 

Maggie Harmon, a Ministry Relations Officer at 
Presbyterian Foundation financial services, briefly 
joined our Zoom meeting in order to meet Session 
members and to discuss finance, stewardship and 
moving forward with sustainability.  The Foundation 
is restricting travel until August because of the pan-
demic so in-person meetings are out of the question.  
Maggie was going to join our Session this summer at 
a Session retreat to do some visioning work about 
Trinity to find practical ways to become a sustainable 
church.  Meanwhile Finance Committee may meet 
some Foundation financial advisors to discuss mov-
ing our investments to management by the Founda-
tion.  Of course this meeting will use Zoom. 
 

Following are the highlights of the June stated ses-
sion meeting: 
 

 Session approved the Trinity Mission Statement 
from 2015 after changing two words in the text.  
The key sentence in this statement is “Our pur-
pose is to love God and all people as we minister 
to the needs of our members and our community 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.”  Still serv-
ing God in the heart of the city! 

 Here’s a first – a Zoom Presbytery meeting!  Le-
one Mohney and Will Tilley, Trinity’s elder Pres-
bytery Commissioners, will attend a special called 
meeting for Presbytery de Cristo on July 18, 
2020 via Zoom.  Amazing how we are evolving 
during this pandemic. 

 Growth & Outreach is working on closed cap-
tioning for the streamed services. 

 Mission Committee will discuss how to reopen 
the Resource Center safely as this service is much 
needed.  Food Bank, Casa Maria sandwiches and 
Primavera Men’s Shelter breakfast fixings contin-
ue with safety precautions and efforts to apply for 
grants and other financial aid. 

 Stewardship Committee will video conference 
with Maggie Harmon and will meet with Mack 
to make some long range plans. 

 Worship Committee asked Session to approve a 
task force appointed by the pastor to determine 
all of the steps necessary for safely returning to in
-person worship service.  This may be a herculean 
task to consider the safest best practices for reo-
pening the church. 

 Administration & Personnel is making a plan for 
redistributing Maria Andrade’s job among cur-
rent staff members after her retirement at the end 
of June. 

 Christian Education teachers continue to stay in 
touch with their students in various ways. 

 Session prayed for our grieving, our evacuees 
from the Bighorn fire, for Mack’s father and for 
Mack’s safety.  We all should join together to 
pray for the grace to accept that church as we 
know it may need to be different in the coming 
times. 

     

    Janet Hooper 
    Clerk of Session  

Trinity Women 

The Horizon's Bible Study will meet again in the 

Fall. Dr. Mack will lead a new study then. 
 

Ryan's Bears Despite the pandemic the making of 

bears has continued. Bonnie Stull has cut out bears, 

Janet Jones and Ruth Myers have machine stitched 

them up & Ruth Russell hand stitches them closed 

after they have been stuffed. We hope to have  50-

60 bears made in time by December for Christmas 

gifts at Primavera, Our Family Social Services and 

the Arizona Children's Assoc. Contributions of  

fabric are always welcomed. Either fleece or flannel 

are preferred but any good cotton can be used. We 

can also use buttons (nickel sized with only two 

holes are best). Thank you for to everyone that has 

made contributions & given your support. 
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Trinity Milestones 

Honoring & Memorials  

In Memory of  Bill Lovin for Father’s Day by  

Raymond & Barbara Tallis 

In Memory of  Jane Uhle by Imogene Moser 

In Memory of  Joe Lopez by Imogene Moser 

In Memory of  Joe Lopez by Bonnie Stull 

In Memory of  Evelyn Chapman by Don & Ruth 

Myers 

In Memory of  Evelyn Chapman by Leone Mohney 

In Memory of  William Holbrook by Leone Mohney 

In Honor of  Daniel Seddo by Leone Mohney 

In Honor of  Christine Toering by Leone Mohney 

In Honor of  Cameron Toering by Leone Mohney 

In Memory of  Joe Lopez & Evelyn Chapman by 

Rose Emery 

In Memory of  Joe Lopez & Bill Holbrook by Tom 

& Vade Henderson 

In Memory of  Evelyn Chapman by Carolyn 

Maycher 

In Memory of  Evelyn Chapman by her sister,  

Rosemarie Jalette 

In Memory of  Evelyn Chapman by Florence Pape 

In Memory of  Evelyn Chapman by Lynn Chapman 

In Memory of  Evelyn Chapman & William 

Holbrook by Helen Forbes 

In Honor of  George Greenleaf, Bob Letson &  

Marian Wald on their birthdays by Leone Mohney 

In Honor of  John & Joni Price on their anniversary 

by Leone Mohney 

In Memory of  Bill Holbrook by Melinda Arnold 

In Memory of  Joe Lopez by Bonnie Stull 

In Honor of  Bonnie Stull by Janet Jones 

AUGUST SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

August 2  Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 17:1-7, 15; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21 
 

August 9  Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28; Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b; Romans 10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33 
 

August 16  Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15: 10-20, 21-28 
 

August 23  Exodus 1:8-2:10; Psalm 124; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16-13-20 
 

August 30  Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105: 1-6, 23-26, 45c; Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16-21-28 

August Birthdays 

September Birthdays (1—10) 

  1 Chris Svenson 

  2 Freja Svenson 

  4 Daniel Seddo 

  5 Jo Campbell 

  9 Peter Holbrook 

10 Joan Kingan 

11 George Banghart 

12 Ruth Myers 

12 Corbin Lind 

14 Travis Spillers 

  

17 A. Bates Butler, III 

19 Tom Roof, Jr. 

20 Cecilia Kreamer 

24 Bruce Chamberlain 

24 Randi Windsor 

26 Bev Bechtel 

26 Mary McMillan  -  99 

27 Charles Cook 

27 Betty Jean Hand 

28 Marilyn Nichols 

29 Jane Marie Boyiddle 

3 Wayne Steele 

4 Rona Kreamer 

5 Dave Croteau 

5 Barbara Kittle 

  

6 Janet Goodhue 

8 Jim Croxen 

8 Bucky Lovejoy, III 

9 Pat Keegstra 

9 Madeline Lind 

  2 Rick & Ida Wickizer 

12 Doug & Betty Lu Holland 

20 Geoffrey & Kirsten Barlow 

August Anniversaries 



 
 We are “LIVE” streaming the Sunday service beginning at 10:20 am  

until further notice. Go to trinitytucson.org/watch-live to join in. 

 Dr. Mack starts a new class Sunday August 2 with an introduction. Join 

him for “God and the Pandemic”. More information is on page 3 and 

at trinitytucson.org/god-and-the-pandemic/ 

 Fellowship happens online each Sunday at 12:00 pm. Your invitation is 

at trinitytucson.org/watch-live below the Sunday service. 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

400 E. University Blvd. 

Tucson, AZ 85705 
 

520-623-2579   

Office 10:00 am-2:00 pm Monday-Thursday 
 

Trinity Website 

www.trinitytucson.org 
 

Email Addresses 

office@trinitytucson.org 

Deadline for the September 2020 VISION  is  

Thursday, August 13, 2020 

Please submit typewritten articles to the 

church office or to: office@trinitytucson.org  

http://www.trinitytucson.org/
mailto:office@trinitytucson.org

