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Dr. Mack will preach a special Lenten Sermon  

series: “Stops Along the Way” beginning Sunday, 

March 1. This series covers different steps on  

Jesus’ several week path to the cross.  

 
Mack will lead a 4-week Lenten series, “Why Easter 

Matters” beginning Sunday, March 8 at 11:45 am 

in Fellowship Hall.  Using the book of the same 

name by Andy Stanley the series asks the question, 

“Have you ever been at odds with God? Have you 

resisted, defied or tried to bargain your way out of 

what you thought God wanted? In this Easter study, 

Andy Stanley looks at some of the people whose 

lives intersected with Jesus in the weeks leading to 

his crucifixion. Each of them had an agenda that put 

them at odds with God & Jesus. As you’ll see, 

there’s a little bit of them in all of us.  The sessions 

include:  

1. The High Cost of Following Christ 

2. The Risk of Surrendering to God 

3. The God Who Can Be Trusted 

4. The Foundation of Our Faith 
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Pastoral Letter 

    Last year at an NBA basketball game, a young 

man decided to make a very public proposal to 

his girlfriend. We have seen these public proposals 

before in many places and at many events, and 

always our expectation is that the one receiving 

the proposal will say “yes”, there will be kisses & 

hugs, and the crowd will cheer with delight. But 

what happened at this particular basketball 

game was totally unexpected. When the boy-

friend (disguised in a mascots costume), ripped  

off the costume, got on his knees, and asked his 

shocked girlfriend to marry him, the woman froze 

and then, covering her eyes with her hands, ran 

off of the court in tears. The crowd reacted with 

stunned silence, and the boyfriend had a look of 

pain on his face that was almost indescribable. 

Naturally, the scene made all of the sportscasts 

and news shows, and sparked a good bit of  

dialogue on radio talk shows. 
 

    As I saw the shock, pain, and surprise of that  

rejection over and over on the internet, I could  

not help but think about Christ and the meaning 

of the Lenten season. Christ came to us offering  

unrequited, unconditional love - the love of God.  

I don’t know if the woman at the basketball game 

had a particular reason to reject her boyfriend’s 

proposal, but I know that Christ gave us no reason 

for our rejection of his love. Yet, the season of Lent 

reminds us that we refused the offer of Christ’s 

love. When Jesus needed his friends the most, they 

ran away. When Jesus needed the support of the 

crowds that he had taught, healed, and fed, they 

called for his crucifixion. When Jesus needed the 

support of those religious leaders who would 

speak for him, they were nowhere to be found. 

Jesus was left alone, standing before the judge-

ment seat of Rome - standing before the judge-

ment seat of the world.   
 

    The prophet Isaiah speaks vividly of the  

Messiah’s rejection. Isaiah makes it clear that it  

is God’s intention that, by the suffering of the  

Messiah, we will be healed. Our rejection of 

Christ’s love never turns Jesus against us. Even  

after he is nailed to the cross, the Son of God 

makes it clear that this is as he wants it to be. After 

the resurrection, Jesus returns to those who ran 

away from him - the disciples, the religious leaders, 

the crowds, and us - and once again offers his 

love.  Today there are many who still turn and run 

away from the Son of God, but the church is that 

congregation of hearts who have accepted 

Christ’s proposal. We cannot be in the church,  

unless Christ is first in us, and we cannot have 

Christ in us unless we reverse the classic image of 

the proposal. Instead of Christ kneeling before us 

to offer his love, we must kneel before God’s risen 

Son, and invite him into our lives. Christ has given 

us all that he can give - what can we give to him? 

Let us think about this and pray about this during 

the season Lent. 
     

     Dr. Mack  

MARCH 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

March 1 Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32;  

Romans 5:12-19; Matt. 4:1-11 
 

March 8 Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 

4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17 
 

March 15 Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 

5:1-11; John 4:5-42 
 

March 22  1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Eph. 

5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
 

March 29 Ezek. 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 

8:6-11; John 11:1-45 
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Christian Education 

YOUTH CLASSES 
NURSERY 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm Children 4 and under 

enjoy coloring, singing and playing in our beau-

tiful nursery with DeDe Markin. 

FELLOWSHIP HALL ACTIVITY TABLE 

9:00 am -  10:30 am Children 4 and up can meet 

Alix for low action activities—puzzles, and coloring, 

with some low sugar snacks.  

10:30 am to 11:30 am Children 4 and up meet their teachers in the Sanctuary and participate in the  

Worship Service.  After the Children’s Message they leave for these age appropriate classes.   

ANCHOR TRINITY 

Anchor Trinity  Junior High School through   

College meet in Room 1 with Rona to study the  

Theology of Mister Rogers, an ordained Presbyterian 

minister who spent a lifetime teaching children and 

modeling Jesus' edict that we should love our neigh-

bor as we would want to be loved. This mixed media 

class will include printed books, songs penned by Mr. 

Rogers, his television episodes, recordings of Mr. 

Rogers giving speeches at events, with time for Bible 

journaling & study.  

WORD OF LIFE 

Word of Life meets at 9:00 am in Room 5 (Lower 

Level Lounge) to continue their study using “1-3 John: 

A 12-Week Study” by Michael LeFebvre. The books of 

1-3 John are full of practical wisdom for the Christian 

life. John wants his readers to understand that as they 

grow in their understanding of who they are as children 

of God, they ought to grow in love for one another and 

in obedience to God's commands.  

APPLIED CHRISTIANITY 

Applied Christianity meets at 9:00 am in  

Upper Room West.  The class is listening to 

some of the most thoughtful thinkers of our 

time.  Many want us to be aware of the rapidly 

changing world we live in and the directions it 

could go.  We’ll have time to discuss their mes-

sages & express our ideas. This class will be on 

hiatus so you can join Mack for his post 

church service Lenten class and will resume in 

April with a new subject. 

ADULT CLASSES 

GOD’S TRAILBLAZERS 

God’s Trailblazers 4 through 8 will meet in 

Rooms 7 & 8 with Kathy. Using  “Instant  

Bible Lessons A TO Z THRU THE BIBLE”  

and will learn 26 Biblical stories and engage in 

fun activities, games and crafts.   
 

KREAMER’S CRUSADERS 

Kreamer’s Krusaders 8 through 12 meet in 

Room 6 with Matt  & continue using the book 

"Be Tween-Exploring Faith & Christian Life with 

Older Elementary Children."  

POLO 

Parents of Little Ones (POLO) meets at 9:00 am on 

the second Sunday of the month in Room 1 to study 

“More Than Words” a book on practical parenting .  
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Congregational News 

TRINITY BOOK CLUB 
The Trinity Book Club meets Monday, March 

23 at 5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall to discuss 

“The Mosquito” by Timothy Winegard which 

chronicles the impact of mosquito-borne  

disease throughout history. Readers of this 

book will no doubt enjoy Winegard's rapid 

journey through many of humanity's major 

population movements, campaigns, and 

wars.  April’s book will be “The Nickel Boys” 

by Colton Whitehead, the story of two boys 

sentenced to a hellish reform school in Jim 

Crow-era Florida.  

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS 



 

Page 5 The Vision 

Mission News 

TRINITY FOOD PANTRY 

Trinity’s Food Pantry is open Sunday from 12:00 

to 2:00 pm and Tuesday and Thursday from 

12:00 to 4:00 pm.  Food donations are always 

welcome and can be left on the cart in Fellowship 

Hall Sunday morning.        

RESOURCE CENTER 

The Resource Center is open Tuesday & Thurs-

day from 12:00 to 4:00 pm to help clients with 

Department of Economic Security (DES) applica-

tions, putting money on existing bus passes, order-

ing unexpired identification cards and notarizing 

documents plus other things too numerous to say.  

4TH ON 4TH COMMUNITY SUPPER  

Our next 4
th
 Friday on 4

th
 Avenue Community 

Supper is March 27, 2020 with an Italian food 

theme so plan to join us. Sign up to bring a dish 

for 10 people on Sundays in the Narthex.  We set 

up and get ready at 5 pm, open the doors at 6:00 

with prepared dishes already on the serving tables, 

eat until 7 and clean up after that. Helpers are al-

ways welcome - you can sign up on the “helping 

side” as well as the “food side” of the notebook. We 

want to welcome and get to know people from the 

neighborhood and those without homes, so sign up 

and join us. 

2nd Sunday Mission Opportunities  

Make an Impact with Helping Hands 

Projects!  

Join us March 8 at 11:45 am in Fellowship Hall to 

make sandwiches for Casa Maria and help put 

together packs of Water Bottles & Protein Bars 

for our Food Pantry and Office.  

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP? 

 Trinity’s Resource  Center asks for your help 

& requests these donations for their clients: 
 

Rolling Suitcases and Adult Backpacks : These 

have been very helpful to people we meet. One 

day a man’s bag was breaking up and another 

couple had been robbed - they were carrying 

around all their belongings that they were able 

to save in a plastic bag. These people were very 

grateful that someone had donated 2 suitcases.  
 

Clothing :  Almost daily we have requests for 

men & women’s socks, men’s shirts, pants & 

shoes. 
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Session Notes 

Session always opens with prayer and a Scripture  
reading.  This month it was Leone Mohney’s turn for  
the opening prayer and she prayed that the leaders  
of Trinity will not be afraid to go to the places God 
might be calling us when He shows us something new.  
In other words, we should not be afraid when change 
is needed even though we are fearful.  Here is a  
summary of the items Session considered: 
 

 Session spent some time answering questions 
posed by Presbytery de Cristo about ways we 
currently partner with them, how we could part-
ner with them and the ways we need Presbytery 
staff to be helpful to our church. 

 Session approved separating Stewardship & Fi-
nance into two committees – one is named Fi-
nance and one is named Stewardship.  The ra-
tionale behind this decision is that Finance re-
quires so much detail work that Stewardship be-
comes a second thought because Stewardship 
& Finance has very little time left to devote to 
how we can use our time, talents and gifts to 
benefit our mission as a church. 

 Session approved elder committee assignments 
for 2020:  Jeanette Ryan, Chair, and Liz Strong 
for Administration & Personnel; John Hill, Chair, 
and Jim Hooper for Christian Education; Leone 
Mohney, Chair, Elliott Koeppen, Barbara Calla-
way Pollack, Ruth Russell and Ann Walker for Fi-
nance; Rona Kreamer, Chair, and Will Tilley for 
Growth & Outreach Team; Doug Holland, Chair, 
and Carolyn Maycher for Mission; Carolyn 
Maycher, Chair, and Chuck Sosna for Property; 
Will Tilley, Chair, for Stewardship; Janet Jones, 
Chair, for Worship; Bucky Lovejoy, Chair, for Long 
Range Development Team.  If you have read 
this far, you can see that the Stewardship Com-
mittee needs members to work with Will and 
that Worship Committee needs to have others 
contribute to that committee. 

 The committees need your input and so you can 
now see whom to contact.  Please consider join-
ing a committee as a member-at-large!  Wor-
ship Committee needs some warm bodies to 
help prepare and clean up for Communion. 

 Session rejoiced that in January the church ex-
perienced a small surplus of receipts over ex-
penses. 

 Dr. Mack’s report to Session emphasized the 
changes wrought by a new law from the De-
partment of Labor in effect since January 1, 
2020.  This law affects those members who are 
also employed by Trinity PC.  Compliance with 
the new law means there are changes for non-
exempt employee members.  Consultations with 
the Presbytery de Cristo lawyer will result in 
changes to job descriptions for some of those 

who are employed part-time by Trinity PC. 

 As of this Session meeting 41 persons were 
signed up for the Small Group Studies for 
“What’s Next.” 

 Session amended the 2020 Budget to include 
changes in the Board of Pensions for pastor and 
medical coverage for staff bringing our 2019 
deficit to $252,000. 

 Session approved Finance Committee to work 
with the Presbytery Church USA Foundation to 
move our online and credit card giving from 
PayPal to accounts in the Foundation for lower 
fees and charges.  This change will result in lower 
costs to Trinity. 

 All committees are reviewing their activities for 
mission effectiveness and cost saving. 

 

Session prayed for numerous congregants in need 

of special care and concern. 

 
Janet Hooper 

Clerk of Session 

WHO’S IN YOUR PEW  

Meet Catherine Dimenstein 
 

What did or do you do for a  

living/career? 

I ran corporate libraries for 24 

years, in addition to my ongoing 

career as a playwright and 

novelist.  
 

Where is your hometown? 

A small farming community called Robinson, 

ND.  
 

What do you like to do in your leisure time? 

My husband Errol and I like to hike, bicycle, 

and make music. 
 

What is your favorite food? 

Nothing beats a rib eye steak! 
 

What is your favorite hymn? 

Be Thou My Vision 
 

What does this church mean to you?  

Trinity's music program is what drew us, but it is 

Trinity's culture of tolerance and social justice 

that makes me proud to be a member. 
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Trinity Milestones 

Honoring & Memorials  

In Memory of  Marie Eickler by Leone Mohney 

In Memory of  Mary McMillan by Leone Mohney 

In Honor of  Tom Henderson’s birthday by Leone 

Mohney 

In Memory of  Pat Whiting by Beth Lynch 

March Anniversaries 

March Birthdays 

April Birthdays (1—10) 

Trinity Women 

The Horizon's Bible Study will be 

Tuesday, March 10 at 10:00 am 

in Fellowship Hall.  Join us as 

Dr. Mack leads our study on the 

Ten Commandments.  
 

Ryan's Bears meets Tuesday,  

March 17 at 9:30 am in the  

Lower Lounge. Approximately 

650-700 bears have been made 

since 2000 with the annual average 

being 40-45 bears. Donations of fleece or flannel are 

always welcomed as is your time making them. 

1 Harriet Marsh – 91    15 Jean Dalke 

2 Truman Spillers 15 George Zellar, Jr. 

3 Riley De Pizzo 18 Edgar Buck 

4 Ed Hawley 18 Jerry Rowe 

6 Jan Menke  - 92 22 Roberta Crawford 

7 Holly Clark 23 Emalie Wilka 

11 MacKenzie DePizzo 25 Bunny Mallams 

11 Asa Moyer   

8 Helen Greer   

21       Kuman Tenge and Latre Lawson  

WHO’S IN YOUR PEW  

Meet Riley & MacKenzie DePizzo 
 

What do you do for a living/

career? 

Riley: I go to school. I'm in fifth 

grade, and I'm about to go to 

middle school.  

MacKenzie: I go to school and I'm 

in first grade GATE. The name of 

my school is Kellond, and my teacher's name is 

Ms. Danella. 
 

Where is your hometown? 

Riley & MacKenzie were born in Tucson 
 

What do you like to do in your leisure time? 

Riley: I like to play football with my dad an run 

cross country.  

MacKenzie: Play with the dog  play with Riley. I 

like coloring, playing family with stuffed animals, 

and playing teacher.   
 

What is your favorite food? 

Riley: Shrimp. I like all seafood.  

MacKenzie: Goldfish crackers and macaroni.   
 

What is your favorite hymn? 

Riley & MacKenzie like the song "Hallelujah."   
 

What does this church mean to you?  

Riley: It means a place to worship God. I like the 

singing.   

MacKenzie: It means a lot to me. I love church! 



We are “LIVE” streaming the 10:30 am service if you  

cannot attend. It is on the home page of our website. 
 

Visit our website www.trinitytucson.org for information 

and events.       

  

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

400 E. University Blvd. 

Tucson, AZ 85705 
 

520-623-2579   

Office 9:00 am-3:00 pm  

Monday-Thursday 
 

Trinity Website 

www.trinitytucson.org 
 

Email Address 

office@trinitytucson.org 

Deadline for the April 2020 VISION  is  

Thursday, March 19, 2020 

Please submit typewritten articles to the 

church office or to: office@trinitytucson.org  

4th Avenue  

Spring Street Fair  

March 20, 21 and 22 

http://www.trinitytucson.org/
mailto:office@trinitytucson.org

