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Pastoral Letter 

“What then are we to say?  Should we continue in sin in order 

that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died 

to sin go on living in it? We know that our old self was cruci-

fied with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we 

might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is 

freed from sin. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin 

and alive to God in Jesus Christ.” (from Romans 6) 
     

     In Jim Lovell’s book “Lost Moon” – which was the 

source of the film “Apollo 13,” Jim Lovell describes 

what he and his crew had to do when they were unable 

to use their guidance system in order to correct their 

trajectory back to earth.  In order to get safely home, 

the astronauts had to establish a starting point, and in 

order to establish a starting point, they had to use a 

fixed object in space as a reference.  Since debris was 

blocking their star field, they had to point their optical 

lens toward the biggest object they could see, keeping 

that object stationary in their lens as they fired their  

engine for a specific period of time.   Since the earth 

was the biggest and brightest object they could see, 

Lovell kept his scope’s crosshairs on the earth’s  

terminator, that vertical line that separates day from 

night.  Doing so was the only way that Apollo 13 could 

get home. 
 

     In a culture such as ours today – one with many 

changes, challenges, and choices – it is easy for our  

personal star fields to become blocked with the debris of 

everyday life. We live in an age of disappointment,  

disillusion, and disinterest, one in which the grim results 

of our lost selves fill the headlines with tragedy.  Almost 

every day we are confronted with a story that defies  

reason, involving desperate people with no hope, people 

who are so lost in the present they conclude that they 

have no future.  We become that way because we fix the 

direction of our lives on the wrong object – wealth,  

success, relationships, personal fulfillment – and even if 

they fall within our grasp, we discover that they cannot 

fill our souls. 
 

     In Romans 6 the Apostle Paul tells us that there is no 

object in life bigger than a loving God, a God whose 

greatest promise is that we will never be alone or  

without direction, no matter what else we may face.  

When we fix the vector of our lives upon that loving 

God, our triumphs are transformed into thanksgiving, 

and our failures are transformed into grace. Life  

becomes meaningful because we are no longer wanderers 

on a dead-end road that ends at the grave, but pilgrims 

on a spiritual journey with nothing but new beginnings 

and fresh starts.  
 

     C.S. Lewis wrote, “Relying on God has to begin all 

over again every day as if nothing had yet been done.” 

Today we are here, relying on God, and there is much to 

be done, but it’s wonderful to know that it is God’s 

work we are doing as we live our lives every day, not our 

work, and God’s work is always made up of the simplest 

of things – a smile to a stranger; drying the tears of 

someone we love; lending a hand to a hand in need; 

feeding our pets, watering our plants, cooking our food, 

and saying grace before we eat it; telling the truth; doing 

the right thing, and being sorry for doing the wrong 

thing; forgiving and accepting forgiveness; listening to 

the silence; getting up the next day and saying, “Lord I 

am here – take me there. 
 

     As we enter the New Year, let our prayer to Christ 

be, “Lord, we are here for you this year, and there is no  

better place for us to be. Wherever we go in the year to 

come and whatever we do, may it be to your glory. 

Amen.”  

               Dr. Mack  
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Christian Education 

YOUTH CLASSES 
NURSERY 

9:00 am– 12:00 pm Children 4 and under 

enjoy coloring, singing and playing in our beau-

tiful nursery with DeDe Markin. 

FELLOWSHIP HALL ACTIVITY TABLE 

9:00 am to 10:30 am Children 4 and up can meet 

Alix for low action activities—puzzles, and coloring, 

with some low sugar snacks.  

10:30 am to 11:30 am Children 4 and up meet their teachers in the Sanctuary and participate in the  

Worship Service.  After the Children’s Message they leave for these age appropriate classes.   

ANCHOR TRINITY 

Anchor Trinity  Junior High School & College meet 

in Room 1 with Rona to study the Theology of Mis-

ter Rogers,  the ordained Presbyterian minister who 

spent a lifetime teaching children and modeling Jesus' 

edict that we should love our neighbor as we would 

want to be loved. This mixed media class will include 

printed books, songs penned by Mr. Rogers, his  

television episodes, recordings of Mr. Rogers giving 

speeches at events, with time for Bible journaling & 

study.  

WORD OF LIFE 

Word of Life meets at 9:00 am in Room 5 (Lower 

Level Lounge) to continue their study using “1-3 John: 

A 12-Week Study” by Michael LeFebvre. The books of 

1-3 John are full of practical wisdom for the Christian 

life. John wants his readers to understand that as they 

grow in their understanding of who they are as children 

of God, they ought to grow in love for one another and 

in obedience to God's commands.  

APPLIED CHRISTIANITY 

Applied Christianity meets at 9:00 am in  

Upper Room West.  If you are interested in 

how science and Christianity fit together, come 

to a 6-week series starting on January 5.  We will 

listen as  Christian scientists discuss the relation 

of science to their faith. Topics include the  

orderliness of nature, creation by the Big Bang 

and evolution, and the nature of the human 

brain.  We will discuss recent understanding on 

multiverses, dark energy and forces and neurosci-

ence.  You don’t need to be a scientist, just come 

with curiosity and an open mind. 

ADULT CLASSES 

GOD’S TRAILBLAZERS 

God’s Trailblazers 4 through 8 will meet in 

Rooms 7 & 8 with Kathy. Using  “Instant Bi-

ble Lessons A TO Z THRU THE BIBLE” and 

will learn 26 Biblical stories and engage in fun 

activities, games and crafts.   
 

KREAMER’S CRUSADERS 

Kreamer’s Krusaders 8 through 12 meet in 

Room 6 with Matt  & continue using the book 

"Be Tween-Exploring Faith & Christian Life with 

Older Elementary Children."  

POLO 

Parents of Little Ones (POLO) meets at 9:00 am on 

the second Sunday of the month in Room 1 to study 

“More Than Words” a book on practical parenting .  



DR MACK’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE 

BOOK OF REVELATION 

The class resumes January 16, 2020. 

Dr. Mack continues to lead a study  

on the Book of Revelation Thursdays 

at 10:00 am in Fellowship Hall.  

We will look at John’s amazing work 

verse-by-verse and sometimes word-by-word. This will 

be an extensive study that will go throughout the year. 

We videotape classes and place them on our website, so 

that no one will miss a class.   

Congregational News 

TRINITY BOOK CLUB 
The Trinity Book Club will meet 

Monday, January 27 at 5:00 pm 

(new time) in Fellowship Hall .  

Join us for lively discussions of the following 

books over the next four months: 

January  “Blowout” by Rachel Maddow 

February “Disappearing Earth” by Julia Phillips 

March “The Mosquito” by Timothy Winegard 

April “The Nickel Boys” by Colton Whitehead. 
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Christian Education 

NEW ELDERS & DEACONS 
New ruling elders & deacons for the Class  

of 2022 are training and begin service this 

month. Thank you to the following  people 

for their willingness to serve our church.   

Deacons are Ida Wickizer, Emmanuel Alley 

& Derry Dean. Elders are Elliott Koeppen,  

Liz Strong, John Hill (to serve one year), 

Ruth Russell & Leone Mohney  

Thank you to everyone who made the  

Cantata service & Christmas Eve  at 

Trinity very special.  

Videos of the Cantata “The Glory of Christmas” and 

the Christmas Eve services are available to view & 

share at www.trinitytucson.org.  

You can find it on the home page and under the 

WORSHIP menu at the top.  

Contact Information for members & friends who have moved. 

George Greenleaf moved & wants to 

keep in touch with his Trinity family. 

His address is  

Michigan Masonic Home  

1200 Wright Ave #208  

Alma, MI 48801.  

His email is  gggreenle@aol.com & 

cell is 614-578-6632. 

 

 

Amos, Hadija & the kids moved to 

Ohio.  Their new address is   

c/o Amos Nsenga  

4280 Dresden St. #305  

Columbus, OH. 43224  

& their cell is 520-278-7405. 



Page 5 The Vision 

Mission News 

TRINITY FOOD PANTRY 

Trinity’s Food Pantry is open Sundays 12:00 to 2:00 pm & Tuesday and Thursday 12:00 to 4:00 pm.         
                   

RESOURCE CENTER 

The Resource Center is open Tuesday and Thursday 12:00 to 4:00 pm to help clients with Department 

of Economic Security (DES) applications and other items such as duplicate Arizona ID cards, money on 

economy bus passes and notarizing documents.  
 

4TH ON 4TH COMMUNITY SUPPER  
Our next 4

th
 Friday on 4

th
 Avenue Community Supper is January 24, 2019 so put it on your calen-

dar and plan to join us.  Sign up to bring a dish for 10 people on Sundays in the Narthex.  We set up 

and get ready at 5:00 pm, open the doors at 6:00 pm with prepared dishes already on the serving tables, 

eat until 7:00 pm and clean up after that. Helpers are always welcome - you can sign up on the “helping 

side” as well as the “food side” of the notebook. January’s theme is stews and February’s is casseroles.  

Join us January 12 at 11:45 am in  

Fellowship Hall to make sandwiches  

for Casa Maria and water bottle & protein 

bar packs for our Office &  Food Pantry . 

An 8-hour course addressing stigma  
& providing training to give initial help to 

adults experiencing mental health problems.  
 

Free to attend. Lunch is provided.   
Reservations required by January 24, 2020  

 

RSVP: DeDe Markin ddmarkin@yahoo.com  
or 982-3787  You can also sign up Sundays at 

the Mission Table in the Narthex  
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Session Notes 

The Elders did the cooking and the Deacons did the 
cleaning up.  Yes, we had our annual December 
Joint Dinner/Meeting at which each group reports 
to each other about past year activities.  As Bill 
Voigt often said, “Deacons rock!”  It was fun and 
informative to look back on 2019 and review all the 
accomplishments made by the Deacons and the El-
ders.  It is also a little bit sad as we acknowledge 
those whose active terms have been completed.  
Please join us to express gratitude to those who have 
so generously given their time and talents to the 
governance and caretaking of the Trinity family.  
Express your thank you to the following Elders who 
are taking a break from active service:  Peggy Cham-
berlain and Lynn Moser.  And, give a hearty thank 
you to the following Deacons:  Georgia Bach, Steve 
Barlow, Daphne Madson, Rick Wickizer and Karen 
Wilkison. 
 

Although the Elders are the hosts for this dinner/
meeting, Deacon DeDe Markin proved to be the 
“hostess with the mostess.”  She had made special 
Christmas cakes for each table and set each table 
with red table runners and green napkins.  The 
room looked beautiful and was left for the congre-
gation to enjoy for one Sunday.  Thank you, DeDe! 
 

After dinner and discussion, each group went into 
their separate stated meetings.  There was very little 
business that the elders considered as many were 
home with illness and most committees had provid-
ed written communications in the docket.  Some 
highlights are: 

 Approving that the February special mission of-
fering go to the Casa Maria Sandwich Making 
Fund upon recommendation by the Mission 
Committee. 

 Approving the resignation of Jim Slagle as mem-
ber-at-large for the Stewardship & Finance 
Committee, but realizing he can be available for 
special consultation for service contracts. 

 Approving the 2020 budget as presented. 
 Debating about changing some Financial Poli-

cies at Trinity and discussing how the approved 
2020 budget is a fluid blueprint, a point of refer-
ence and a guideline for projected receipts and 
expenditures.  Adjustments can be made. 

 Approving the 2020 Terms of Call for the Rev. 
Dr. Mack Sigmon.  This package is the same as 
2019. 

 Mack called a Session meeting for January 5, 
2020 prior to worship so elders can examine 
those recruited for the Classes of 2022 before 
their ordination and installation at the morning 
worship that day. 

 Mission Committee emphasized the importance 
of the Mental Health First Aid presentation by 
Interfaith Community Services at Trinity on Jan-
uary 31, 2020.  This event can be attended by all 
interested parties including Trinity congregants, 
WUNA members and others. 

 Elders and Mack prayed for Trinity sick and 
Trinity travelers and asked God for blessings on 
our work and our families. 

 Gratitude was expressed to the Stewardship & 
Finance Committee for the many, many hours 
they put into preparing their reports and the 
2020 budget.  Their work is not easy. 

      
Janet Hooper 

             Clerk of Session 

A Note from the Stewardship &  
Finance Committee 

Thank you for your generous response to 

our 2020 pledge request.  As of December 

19, 2019 we have received 63 pledges for 

$200,292.  This amount will support one third 

of our budget.  The remainder will come 

from unrestricted gifts, plate offerings,  

support of specific programs (i.e. restricted 

gifts), interest, church use, and bequests 

and special offerings throughout the year. 

We value your support in “Serving God in 

the Heart of the City”. 
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Trinity Milestones 

Honoring & Memorials  

In Memory of  Arn Funckes by Charity Everitt 

In Memory of  Pat Whiting by Gwen Haferkamp 
 

In Memory of  Jane Parker by Helen Forbes 
 

In Memory of  Barbara Wiley by Karin Elder, Bobbi 

         Crall, Jennifer Wiley & Suzanne Bowe 

January Anniversaries 

15 Lynn & Kathy Moser 

 January Birthdays 

February Birthdays (1—10) 

1 Sanani Mukadesa 19 Matt Kreamer 

1 Hadija Bamurange 23 Hannah Toering 

1 Amos Nsenga 24 David Toering 

2 Dale McCray 24 Cindy Toering 

2 Dr. Mack Sigmon 26 Kyle Elliott 

5 Jeanette Ryan 27 Janet Munson 

6 Maria Andrade 27 Tom Henderson 

9 Jeri Ogden 30 Bobby Whipple 

11 James Hooper 31 Ezra Moyer 

15 Peggy Chamberlain   

3 Betty Lu Holland 8 Emmanuelle Seddo 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

January 5 Jer. 31:7-14; Ps. 147:12-20; Eph. 1:3-

14; John 1:1-9, 10-18 
 

January 12 Isa. 42:1-9; Ps. 29; Acts 10:34-43; 

Matt. 3:13-17 
 

January 19  Isa. 49:1-7; Ps. 40:1-11; 1 Cor. 1:1-

9; John 1:29-42 
 

January 26 Isa. 9:1-4; Ps. 27:1, 4-9; 1 Cor. 

1:10-18; Matt. 4:12-23 

The Horizon's Bible Study will meet  

January 14 at 10:00 am in Fellowship 

Hall, Join us as Dr. Mack leads our 

study “Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh 

Look at the Ten Commandments” by Eugenia Anne 

Gumble. Everyone is welcome to join the study.   

Trinity Women 

Ryan’s Bears meet Tuesday, January 

21, 2020 at 9:30 am in the Lower 

Lounge and begin making bears for 

Christmas 2020. Everyone is welcome 

to help cut, sew and stuff these adorable bears. 

Trinity Women 

GOODBYE AMOS, HADIJA & THE KIDS. WE WILL MISS 
YOU. BEST WISHES FOR YOUR NEW LIFE IN OHIO 



We are “LIVE” streaming the 10:30 am service if you cannot attend. It is 

on the home page of our website. 
 

Visit our website at www.trinitytucson.org for all the information and 

events you are looking for.       

  

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

400 E. University Blvd. 

Tucson, AZ 85705 
 

520-623-2579   

Office 9:00 am-3:00 pm Monday-Thursday 
 

Trinity Website 

www.trinitytucson.org 
 

Email Addresses 

office@trinitytucson.org 

Deadline for the February 2020 VISION  

 is Monday, January 20, 2020 

Please submit typewritten articles to the 

church office or to: office@trinitytucson.org  

http://www.trinitytucson.org/
mailto:office@trinitytucson.org

