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Pentecost Sunday, May 19  
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Pastoral Letter 
     May is the month of the Christian year when we 

move from our celebration of Easter to the cele-

bration of Pentecost. Each Sunday of May antici-

pates Pentecost Sunday, when we will remember 

the events in Acts 2 as told us by Luke. Jesus prom-

ised the gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples at least 

a year before his crucifixion. Later, on Maundy 

Thursday, Jesus once again gave assurance to his 

apostles that they would not be left alone. We 

can understand why the disciples needed this as-

surance. From the beginning of their discipleship 

and in the three years that followed, the disciples 

were never apart from Jesus except for brief peri-

ods. Jesus sent his disciples to go in pairs and 

begin the work of declaring the kingdom of God 

as he had taught them. This work focused on 

preaching and healing. Jesus also told the disci-

ples to stay in the homes of whoever invited them 

or to leave any village or town that requested 

them to do so. When the disciples returned, they 

excitedly reported to Jesus the results of their jour-

neys. The disciples were excited because it was 

their first experience of doing the work of the King-

dom of God as Jesus had directed them. In doing 

this, the disciples experienced the presence and 

the work of the Holy Spirit. For this first time the dis-

ciples felt the constant companionship of the Spir-

it, and they rejoiced in its presence.  
 

     But in Jerusalem the disciplesõ trepidation was 

evident from the moment Jesus separated himself 

from them after the Passover meal. The gospel of 

John remembered the emotions of those days as 

Jesusõs followers waited in the upper room to see 

what would happen next. When Jesus appeared 

to them, he made sure that his followers did not 

only look at the wounds of his crucifixion but touch 

them. In John (unlike Matthew, Mark, and Luke) 

Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit upon the disciples on 

the evening of his resurrection. Johnõs gospel was 

affirming the Trinity, which had become the 

churchõs way of understanding God. Once again 

Jesus assures them that, after his ascension, they 

will not be alone.  

 

     It is only in Acts that we see the events of the 

Day of Pentecost. Like Passover, Pentecost was a 

Jewish Holy Day. Also, like Passover, there was a 

separation between the meaning of the Jewish 

observance and the way Christians would experi-

ence Pentecost. Lukeõs depiction of the gift of the 

Holy Spirit was very different from John. In John, 

the gift of the Holy Spirit was to affirm the three 

persons of the Trinity and to prepare the apostles 

for Jesusõs ascension. In Luke, the Holy Spirit be-

came the driving force of the mission of Christõs 

church. The gift of tongues was clearly the gift of 

languages, empowering the followers of Jesus to 

continue their mission beyond both the religious 

confines of Judaism & beyond the geographical 

boundaries of Israel.  
 

     To help us make a distinction between John 

and Lukeõs depictions of the Holy Spirit, think of it 

this way: Johnõs depiction of the Holy Spirit is con-

nected to conversion, faith, and baptism; Lukeõs 

depiction of the Holy Spirit is connected to the 

command of Christ to carry the good news of 

Godõs love into the world. Both understandings of 

the work of Holy Spirit are still essential to our faith 

today. We can think of the sacraments as òthe 

breath of Godó upon our lives. We can think of 

Pentecost Sunday as a reminder of why we have 

received the gift of the Holy Spirit. As Christians, we 

cannot separate the worship of the church from 

the work of the church. The Holy Spirit equips us to 

do both, that Christ may continue to be present in 

our hearts and for the world. I look forward to shar-

ing Pentecost Sunday with you in May as we cele-

brate Godõs amazing love in three persons. 

   Dr. Mack  

Birthday & Anniversary 

Celebration Sunday, May 19 

in Fellowship Hall after worship 
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WHOõS IN YOUR PEW  

Meet Rose Emery 
 

What did you do for a living? I was a 

practicing RN and professional nurse 

educator/researcher since 1958; the 

last 23 years as an Associate Professor 

in the U of A College of Nursing. Adult 

medical, surgical and gerontological 

care were my preferred clinical areas.  

Where is your hometown? I grew up in 

Kidron, Ohio, a rural crossroad town 60 miles 

south of Cleveland, surrounded by the larger 

Sonnenberg community of Swiss Mennonite  

immigrants. After college, I moved to Tucson in 

1971 & consider it my òalmost hometownó. 

What do you like to do in your leisure time?  

Travel (domestic and international) and being 

outdoors in the beauty our natural environment, 

plus hobbies such as photography. Also taking 

time to stay in touch with friends and families 

(Gerber, Emery & Coffin)  

What is your favorite food? When I have a  

preference, I avoid seafood. Otherwise, I like  

almost anything that is spicy, sweet or salty in 

moderation.  

What is your favorite Hymn and Bible verse?  

òTake My Life & Let It Beó and òOpen My Eyes 

That I May Seeó and all Bible verses that speak of 

Godõs love, especially John 3:16  

What does this church mean to you? Ever since 

joining Trinity in 1988, this congregation has been 

a very important community of inspiring & caring 

individuals.  

What is one thing people donõt know about you?  

In 2000 and 2003, the People to People Ambas-

sador Programs invited me to serve as the  

professional leader for delegations of AZ nurses to 

go to the Republic of China for 10 day exchange 

programs. The focus was on Traditional Chinese 

Medicine and on nursing in urban and rural set-

tings, plus opportunities for many cross cultural 

experiences.  

Congregational News 

WHOõS IN YOUR PEW   

Meet Al Coffin  
 

What did you do for a living? My last 

paying job was with Control Data 

Corporation, a computer products, 

peripherals, services and super  

computer manufacturer. I held about 

20 different jobs in 30 years.  

Where is your hometown? I grew up 

(not matured) in Storm Lake, Iowa.  

What do you like to do in your leisure time?  

Travel 

What is your favorite food? Mexican  

What is your favorite Hymn or Bible verse?  

òAll is Well With My Souló (When Peace Like a  

River) 

What does this church mean to you?  

Our family, not relatives  

What is one thing people donõt know about you?  

Our income is from crop sharing with the opera-

tors of our Iowa farm ground (corn & soybeans)  

Don and Ruth Myers will be celebrating 70 years 

of marriage on June 6. On Sunday, June 9 we  

invite our church family to share in the celebration 

at a luncheon in Fellowship Hall following the 

worship service. Reservations would be appreciated 

by May 29. Cards are welcome but no gifts. Please 

join us! For reservations please call 520-326-6888, 

email myers@math.math.arizona.edu or text 520-

468-9193. 

The Mission & Stewardship & Finance committees 

along with Session members approved a check to 

the Arizona College of Nursing for Angela Seddo to 

complete her final semester and clinicals to become 

a nurse. We are extremely proud of 

her & are glad to support her 

dreams. Billie Holbrook presented 

the check to the schoolõs office. Sunday,  

May 12 



MAY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

May 5  Acts 10:44-48 & Psalm 98 or Gen. 35:9-15 & Psalm 101; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 

May 12 Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 & Psalm 1 or Jer. 10:1-10a & Psalm 108; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19 

May 19  Acts 2:1-21 & Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Rom. 8:22 -27; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

May 26 Isa. 6:1-8 & Psalm 29; Rom. 8:12-17; John 3:1-17 

Mission News 

Just Coffee For Sale 

The display is near the stained glass  

window in Fellowship Hall with volunteers 

handling the sales before and after 

church on Sunday.  You may pay by cash 

or check. If a volunteer is not available 

put the money in the lockbox. Coffee will 

be $10 or $11. Proceeds benefit Café 

Justo, a grower -owned Coffee Coopera-

tive in southern Chiapas Mexico. For more 

information visit justcoffee.org.   

CASA MARIA SANDWICH MAKING  

Mayõs sandwich making in Fellowship Hall is after the 

Sanctuary service on May 12 .  

Come at 9:00 am that day to help setup.   

TRINITY FOOD PANTRY  
Trinityõs Food Pantry is open Tuesday and Thursday 

from 12:00 to 3:00 pm in basement of the Sanctuary 

building. Thanks for your food & monetary donations. 

Trinity Milestones 
May Birthdays 

June Birthdays (1ƀ10) 

3 Jessica Roggow  

6 Celeste Dzakpa  

9 Susan Chambers -

Casteloes  

9 Turner Miller 

14 Steve Barlow  

16 Carl Sosna  

19 Peace Tenge  

21 Lynn Moser  

29 Liz Strong 

31 James Madson  

HONORING & MEMORIALS 

2 Barbara Ball  

8 Thomas Dean  

10 Carolynn Carter  

In Memory of  Ignacio Medina by Ida Medina 

In Memory of  Evelyn Medina by Ida Medina  

In Memory of  Helen Forbes by Ida Wickizer 

May Anniversaries 
5 Tom & Vade Henderson  
 

29  Errol & Catherine Dimenstein  
 

31   Will Tilley & Janet Munson  
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