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IF THIS SEAL IS BROKEN... 

Matthew 27:62-66 

 

     When my daughter, Patti, got to be around two years old (she is now 26), my wife Amy 

and I entered into the world of child safety. I learned at the time that in the world of child 

safety there are two basic types of products- the type that keep your children from getting into 

places where they shouldn't, and the type that keep them from getting out of places where they 

should be. The little drawer and cabinet locks that Amy and I installed throughout our house 

was an example of the first type. Toddler's believe they can and should get into anything they 

wish, but those little latches keep them from getting into the much more dangerous places. The 

other type of device keeps our little ones from getting out and away from us. Safety gates, 

playpens, and special door latches are the most popular examples. Much of this multimillion 

dollar industry plays off the fears of parents like Amy and myself. Our fear for Patti’s safety 

was and still is based on love, and it is this love that motivates us to want to seal our children off 

from the dangers of the world.  But it was not love- far from it- that motivated the religious 

authorities of Jerusalem to seal the tomb of Jesus off from the world after his terrible death on 

the cross. 

     According to our Scripture lesson for this Easter day the Pharisees and the chief priests- 

those who had hounded Jesus for much of his ministry, brought him to trial, and handed him 

over to Rome for crucifixion- came before Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor over the 

district, with an unusual request: "Governor, we remember what that imposter said while he 

was still alive, 'After three days I will rise again.' Therefore, command the tomb to be made 

secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the 

people, 'He has been raised from the dead,' and the last deception would be worse than the 

first." The religious leaders know that the only thing more dangerous than a hero is a dead 

hero, a martyr, and in their request we hear their astounding fear of this itinerant preacher 

from Galilee. Killing Jesus was not enough for them- it was the ideas of Jesus, what he 

represented, that the religious leaders of Jerusalem feared most.       

     Christ's message of radical love threatened the religious establishment of Israel, an 

establishment grounded on obedience to religious law and the hierarchy which represented 
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that law. Jesus of Nazareth claimed that God loved and valued those who were outside of that 

hierarchy- even those who were outside of Judaism. In their own thinking the Pharisees and 

chief priests believed that Jesus had made a fortunate and foolish mistake- he tied himself as 

Messiah to the ideas that he taught. The claim to resurrection that Christ made would be the 

validation of his teachings and of his Messianic identity, so for the religious leaders the solution 

to the whole Jesus problem was simple- keep him in the tomb. 

     It is clear from Matthew, though, that Pilate is tired of the whole business and probably 

disgusted with the Jews paranoia about this man. That is why the governor does not acquiesce 

to their request for a Roman guard and an official seal of the empire on the tomb: "You have a 

guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can." So the chief priests order a detail from the 

temple guard to accompany them to the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea where, using a wax seal, 

they mark the tomb as off limits to all others. Of course, nothing is off limits to God. 

          The Pharisees and high priests believed that they were acting as the hand of God 

when they sealed Jesus' tomb. Not only were they protecting their own positions of importance 

and power, but in their minds they were protecting the religion of Israel. But the love of God is 

not about religion. Religion can help us express the love of God, if it is used rightly, but on that 

Sabbath morning 2000 years ago religion had nothing to do with the events that transpired. 

Some regard the first Easter as the beginning of the Christian religion, but it was much greater 

than this. Jesus of Nazareth came and taught things that were radically different from what 

the world teaches us. Jesus taught us to turn the other cheek; Jesus taught us how to pray to 

God. Jesus told us that God loved us no matter who we were or what we did, and he told us to 

call God our "Father", even our "Daddy" in the Aramaic language. Jesus told beautiful stories 

of forgiveness and love- the good Samaritan, the prodigal son, the sower and the seed- and he 

taught us that life is sacrifice and giving; it is placing others ahead of ourselves. These were 

marvelous words, words with which we could all agree, but words are empty and meaningless 

in such a sad world as this one. But Jesus claimed that what he was teaching and doing was 

more than words- his was "the way, the truth, and the life- no one could come to God, no one 

could know salvation, except through him." How could we believe this? How could we know 

this in our hearts? Christ's response was simple, yet impossible- "I will conclude my teachings 

with the seal of death, and if that seal is broken, then you will know that I am indeed the way, 
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the truth, and the life." 

     I began my message this morning by talking about child safety devices. One of the most 

important protection devices on the market to this day are the words that we find on drug 

packages and on many packages of manufactured foods- IF THIS SEAL IS BROKEN, DO 

NOT USE. The broken seal protects us from harm. On that first Easter morning the broken 

seal of Christ's tomb served the same purpose. The religious leaders thought that by sealing the 

tomb they could keep Christ in the grave and protect their prejudiced and narrow religion, but 

on Easter day God broke the seal and sent his son back into the world not just with new life for 

those of us who believe, but with the promise of eternal life. Because no grave could seal our 

Lord, no grave can seal us. We are protected from death.  

     When it comes to Christianity, we are not talking about religion- we are talking about life. 

It is new life inside, bursting out of us like the Easter sunrise. It is the good news of a great joy- 

"Jesus Christ is risen- Alleluia!" Do we believe the seal was broken on Easter day? Do we 

believe that God's son lives? If we do, we must break the seals of doubt, despair, and cynicism 

that buries this world in tombs of darkness every day. Many want to believe, but they cannot 

because they are sealed in a rationalism that only believes what it sees. But this day, so 

irrational to the world, makes the most rational claim in the world for those who seek God- 

God has found us; God loves us; God will save us. Look at the tomb- if this seal is broken, the 

world can never be the same again. Look in your heart- break the seal, roll away the hard, cold 

stone, and let the living Christ in. 

                                                             


