Letters to the Seven Churches
Chapter 2: 1-3:22

Images of Christ from the Inaugural Vision
Holding the 7 stars
Among the 7 lampstands
The Son of Man
Dresses as a high priest
Hair like wool, eyes like fire, feet like bronze, voice like waters
Sharp two-edged sword from mouth
Face like the sun

First and the last, the living one
Dead and now alive
Hold the keys of death and Hades

General Outline for Each Letter
Charge to the angel of each church
ID of Christ with the Inaugural Vision
Church's positive achievements (ex. Laodicea and
Sardis)

Words of encouragement, censure, counsel, and/or
warning

Exhortation/Promise

The Church of Ephesus
Chapter 2: 1-7

Revelation 2:1-7

The Message to Ephesus
Chapter 2

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:These are the words of him who

holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden
lampstands:

“I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance. I know that you cannot

tolerate evildoers; you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and
have found them to be false. I also know that you are enduring patiently and

bearing up for the sake of my name, and that you have not grown weary. But I have
this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. Remember

then from what you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I

will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. Yet
this is to your credit:you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. Let
anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To

everyone who conquers, I will give permission to eat from the tree of life that is in
the paradise of God.

Acts 19:1-10

Paul in Ephesus
Chapter 19

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to

Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that
there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of

repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in
Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul

had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues
and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them.

He entered the synagogue and for three months spoke out boldly, and argued

persuasively about the kingdom of God. When some stubbornly refused to believe and
spoke evil of the Way before the congregation, he left them, taking the disciples with

him, and argued daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This continued for two years, so
that all the residents of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord.

Acts 19:21-41

The Riot in Ephesus

Now after these things had been accomplished, Paul resolved in the Spirit to go through Macedonia and Achaia, and then to

go on to Jerusalem. He said, “After I have gone there, I must also see Rome.” So he sent two of his helpers, Timothy and
Erastus, to Macedonia, while he himself stayed for some time longer in Asia.

About that time no little disturbance broke out concerning the Way. A man named Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver

shrines of Artemis, brought no little business to the artisans. These he gathered together, with the workers of the same trade,
and said, “Men, you know that we get our wealth from this business. You also see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in

almost the whole of Asia this Paul has persuaded and drawn away a considerable number of people by saying that gods made

with hands are not gods. And there is danger not only that this trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple
of the great goddess Artemis will be scorned, and she will be deprived of her majesty that brought all Asia and the world to
worship her.”

When they heard this, they were enraged and shouted, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” The city was filled with the

confusion; and people rushed together to the theater, dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were
Paul’s travel companions. Paul wished to go into the crowd, but the disciples would not let him; even some officials of the

province of Asia, who were friendly to him, sent him a message urging him not to venture into the theater. Meanwhile, some were
shouting one thing, some another; for the assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not know why they had come

together. Some of the crowd gave instructions to Alexander, whom the Jews had pushed forward. And Alexander motioned for
silence and tried to make a defense before the people. But when they recognized that he was a Jew, for about two hours all of

them shouted in unison, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” But when the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he said, “Citizens
of Ephesus, who is there that does not know that the city of the Ephesians is the temple keeper of the great Artemis and of
the statue that fell from heaven? Since these things cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rash. You have
brought these men here who are neither temple robbers nor blasphemers of our goddess. If therefore Demetrius and the

artisans with him have a complaint against anyone, the courts are open, and there are proconsuls; let them bring charges there
against one another. If there is anything further you want to know, it must be settled in the regular assembly. For we are in

danger of being charged with rioting today, since there is no cause that we can give to justify this commotion.” When he had
said this, he dismissed the assembly.

