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PASTORAL LETTER
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand
of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life
is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your
life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in
glory. (Colossians 3: 1-4)
Several years ago, I saw a fascinating report
about dangerous drivers on Dateline NBC. The
topic of the report was the hazard of
smartphones and other driver activities that takes
our eyes of the road, even for a split second.
Along with smartphone usage, the report talked
about driver activities such as reading in the car,
changing CD’s or stations, using the GPS, putting
on makeup, and anything else that pulls away
our eyes and our concentration. Many of the drivers interviewed claimed that they could do all
these activities without compromising their safety,
the safety of their passengers, or the safety of other drivers along the road.

In Paul’s letter to the church of Colossae, the
apostle is trying to help us avoid a disaster for our
souls. Paul asserts that when we focus our lives upon “things that are on earth”, we are setting ourselves up for deep disappointment and ultimate
failure. What does Paul mean by “things that are
on earth?” He uses this phrase as a contrast to
“things that are above.” It is the things that are
above that, according to Paul, we are to set our
minds on.

When we worship, we are setting our minds on
“things that are above,” even if we sometimes
get distracted during the worship service. When
we pray we are setting our minds on things that
are above. When we read the scripture or study it
we are setting our minds on things that are
above. When we engage in mission through our
tithing, our work in the church, or our work in the
community on behalf of others, we are setting our
minds on things that are above. When we intentionally and regularly show those qualities to
those around us that Christ taught us to showcompassion, sympathy, trust, forbearance, and
Dateline challenged these experienced, confi- love- we are setting our minds on things that are
dent drivers to take their test. On a safety course, above. It takes great effort to do the things that I
the drivers were given a test car and a series of
just listed, but just like driving, we can develop
obstacles and roads upon which to maneuver.
good habits that help us to focus our hearts each
There were also little surprises set up along the
day on our Christianity.
course to mimic the sudden events that occur in
Summer is a time for many distractions. We feel
everyday driving. The volunteers were then given
a little less motivated to practice our Christianity
a series of mental and physical exercises to perthan we do during the high seasons of Easter and
form while they were driving the course, such as
Christmas, but following Christ is not a seasonal
counting backwards by seven, writing down a
activity- it is an around-the-clock commitment.
grocery list, and other tests that required their
concentration. Because the event took place on Because of Christ’s imminent return to us, or our
a test course, the results were amusing, but on the always-imminent return to him, we must never allow ourselves to set our minds on things that pull
highway, the results would have been serious, if
not fatal. Even the best drivers in the group found us away from the primary purpose for which we
themselves swerving off the road, hitting objects, were born into this world. Being a Christian is a
great challenge today, just as it has always been
and even ploughing through the cardboard
a challenge for the generations before us. Let us
cards and pedestrians that suddenly popped in
set our minds on the things that are above this
front of them. The show was both sobering and
provocative. When we treat driving our automo- summer by doing the things we need to do on
biles like being in an office, a library, a restaurant this earth to nurture, sustain, and express our faith
in the Son of God.
or a cosmetic counter, disasters are in the making, and we hear about or see the results of these
Dr. Mack
disasters every day.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Kreamer's Hands-on Bible Exploration
Matt Kreamer and the explorers will spend the summer decoding various bible stories to discover the wonderful things God has to teach
them. Lessons will involve children ages 5-8 and the class meets in
Room 6 (The Den) from 9:45am-10:30am June 17 - September 9.

Anchor Trinity will be watching movies this summer? Youth 9 &
older will be watching Chariots of Fire, Toy Story 3, Guardians of the
Galaxy, To Kill a Mockingbird and The Life of Pi and discussing common themes in these movies and scripture like grace, wisdom, faith and
fighting against injustice. We will bring the popcorn, you bring the discussion! Meet in Room 1 from 9:45am-10:30am June 17 – September 9.

THE HARD SAYINGS OF JESUS
10:45 am in the Fellowship Hall led by Dr. Mack
The class will study “Hard Sayings of Jesus” by F. F, Bruce which examines 70 of the hard sayings of Jesus in order to clear away the cultural and historical difficulties which keep us from
grappling with the real challenge of Jesus' message.
August 5 – Mark 13:30
August 12 – Matthew 5:31
August 19 – Mark 10:11-12

August 26 – Luke 12: 10
September 2 – Matthew 5: 29

POLO
Parents of Little Ones (POLO) meets at 10:45 am on the second Sunday of the month. We
meet in the Nursery for family breakfast munchies and then head downstairs to Lower Level
Room 1 for our parent study: “Grace Based Parenting” and “Jesus Calling: 365 Devotions

The Vision
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Congregational News

The Presbyteries of Grand Canyon & de Cristo are
proud to present our annual Big Event.

SANDWICH MAKING for
the Casa Maria Soup Kitchen
will be Sunday, August 12.
Please join us in Fellowship Hall after worship
to make 600 sandwiches.

Saturday, August 25
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
7650 N Paseo Del Norte, Tucson, AZ

Heritage Food Night

This day-long educational experience is open
to the public and has 26 workshops from which to
choose ranging from Empowering Servant Leadership to Clerk of Session training to dealing with
the Opioid Health Crisis to Effective Church
Websites and many more! Choose three
workshops from the list & join fellow
Presbyterians from both presbyteries in learning
ways to enrich your Christian journey! Join us for
worship and meet new friends from across the
state. You can purchase a boxed lunch as a
part of your $10 registration.

Please bring a dish to share from your
culture or heritage and
experience a food tour of the world!

For a complete list of workshops & to register,
visit the Presbytery websites
www.presbyterydecristo.org
www.pbygrandcanyon.org
Class size is limited, so register today to ensure you
get your top choices!
Registration closes August 15

WEDNESDAY, August 22, 2018
6:00 pm in Trinity Hall

Plates, napkins, silverware, water, and iced

tea will be provided.

TRINITY BOOK CLUB
Join us August 27
6:00 pm in Fellowship
Hall
August - "The Line Becomes a River"
(Dispatchs from the Border) by Francisco
Cantu.
September - "The Rooster Bar" by John
Grisham.
October - "The Enemy" by Sara Holbrook
November - “A Wrinkle in Time” by
Madeleine L Engle

Come and add to the discussion

There will be a Special Offering Sunday, August 26 supporting the
mission of our Food Pantry and Resource Center. Your generosity is
greatly appreciated as we practice Serving God in the Heart of the City
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Worship
The handbell choir resumes
rehearsals on Thursday,
September 6, from 5:30
pm to 6:30 pm in the Bell
Room. New ringers are
always welcome! If you are
interested in ringing, please speak with
Lynn Moser.

Is September 9 when we change
from the Summer schedule.
Our Sacramental Service of Healing and Renewal
resumes September 9 at 8:00 am in our chapel
where we will celebrate Holy Communion, and “Healing and Renewal,”
which means we will share the Biblical practice of healing prayers and, for
those who wish, the use of anointing
oil. Adult Sunday School will meet
at 9:00 am. There will be fellowship time at 10:00
am in Fellowship Hall and the Sanctuary service
will be at 10:30 am.

AUGUST
SCRIPTURE READINGS
August 5
August 12
August 19
August 26

The Vision

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a; Psalm 5:1-12;
Ephesians 4:1-16; John 6:24-35
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33; Psalm 130;
Ephesians 4:25-5:2; John 6:35, 41-51
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14; Psalm 111;
Ephesians 5:15-20; John 5:51-58
1 Kings 8:22-30, 41-43; Psalm 84;
Ephesians 6:10-20; John 6:56-69

Make Your
Voices Heard!
The Trinity Choir is
always looking for
new members. Join
us for our first rehearsal of the new
year on Thursday, September 13 at
7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. Exciting
pieces throughout the year and
Advent and Easter cantatas are just
some of the ways to MAKE YOUR
VOICE HEARD each Sunday.

DIFFERENT WAYS TO SEE & HEAR
OUR SERVICES IF YOU CANNOT
ATTEND IN PERSON
Watch a sermon at home: You can view
and listen to the past weeks’ sermons on
YouTube. Go to the Trinity website
www.trintytucson.org. Click on the Worship
tab and scroll down to Sermons. Click the
one you want to watch.
We are “LIVE” streaming the Sanctuary
service if you cannot attend. The viewer is on
the home page of our website.
Video recordings of selected full services are
available on DVD in the Lovejoy Library.
Audio recordings of full services (MP3 files)
are available at: http://abell.as.arizona.edu/
~hill/Trinity/
Audio recordings on CD are available on
request to John Hill at jhill@as.arizona.edu
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Christian Education This Fall

Have you noticed how crowded the steps are
during the Children’s Message? Sometimes
there are more than twenty children up there,
avidly watching the minister, or poking each
other.
Our Children and Youth Ministry is growing and
we are doing all we can to keep up with this active bunch. And that means providing places
for them to be and things for them to do. So,
even if you do not bring small people to church
with you, please take a look at our format. You
might be able to help a new parent find a place
for that toddler or middle schooler.
All teachers return the students to the narthex to
be reunited with their grownups at 11:30 am. After the announcements, our young adults (high
school and up) can go to Room 1 with Rona
Kreamer.

Isn’t all this growth wonderful!

WORD OF LIFE
Word of Life resumes September 9 at 9:00
am in the Lower Level Lounge (Rm 5). We
will begin a new study then so come join us
for some lively discussions.

THEOLOGY FOR TODAY
Theology for Today will meet again in the
Fall. Watch for more information.

POLO
Parents of Little Ones (POLO) meets at
9:00 am on the second Sunday of the
month. We meet in the nursery for family
breakfast munchies and then head downstairs
to the Harbor (Rm 1) for our parent study.
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I am very excited about a weekly Bible study that I
will begin on Thursday, October 4th at 10:00 am
in Fellowship Hall. The name of this class will be
“Bible Brunch”, and it will begin with our Bible
study followed by brunch at the church. This is going to be fun, especially considering the topic of the
study – the Book of Revelations. I have been teaching Revelations for many years. I studied Revelations in seminary and in continuing education classes
throughout my pastoral journey. We will be looking
at John’s amazing work verse-by-verse and sometimes word-by-word. This will be an extensive study
that will go throughout the year, from October
through May, with a break for summer, and then
continuing through the next Christian year. We will
videotape every class and place it on our website, so
that no once will miss a class. Join me for the study
and the brunch or for the study online in October.

The Vision

Mission News
TRINITY FOOD PANTRY

4TH ON 4TH COMMUNITY SUPPER

Trinity’s Food Pantry is open Sundays from 12:00 to
2:00 pm and Tuesday and Thursday from 12:00 to
4:00 pm. The need for all types of food and bottled water is increasing each month. We can use books and
magazines for our clients too.

Our next 4th Friday on 4th Avenue Community Supper is August 24 and the theme is casseroles so put it
on your calendar and plan to join us. Sign up to
bring a dish for 10 people on Sundays in the Narthex.
We set up and get ready at 5 pm, open the doors at 6:00
with prepared dishes already on the serving tables, eat
RESOURCE CENTER
until 7 and clean up after that. Helpers are always welThe Resource Center is open Tuesday and Thursday
come - you can sign up on the “helping side” as well as
from 12:00 to 4:00 pm to help clients with Department of Economic Security (DES) applications and oth- the “food side” of the notebook. To help you plan
er items such as ordering replacement ID cards, putting ahead the theme for September 28 is Italian and October
money on existing bus passes and notarizing documents. 26 is Chili & baked potatoes.
Statistics don’t tell the whole story at the Resource Center. Read about three visitors.
In July, the Resource Center gave out toiletry kits, socks and a TPCH (Tucson-Pima County Collaboration to End Homelessness) booklet with resources for people recently released from incarceration. The
word got out to one man who needed emergency housing as well as a job. He got socks and DeDe
Markin helped him apply for food stamps and AHCCCS. The TPCH booklet (called Guidelines for Getting Out) has a list of places to get help with resumes, emergency shelters and many other services.
DeDe is the chair person on TPCH’s Committee for Emergency Solutions. Having DeDe in the RC is
huge resource in itself.
On Thursday, July 19th, a man came in in a wheelchair. Carolyn Maycher patiently helped him sign
up for Food Stamps and AHCCCS. He is homeless. He does not read. He had two flat tires. Carolyn
signed him up for services. Then she drew him a map to Ordinary Bikes not far from Trinity. Shortly after
the man squeaked out into the heat in his wheelchair, there was a phone call to the Resource Center.
It was for Carolyn. Ordinary Bikes had fixed the man’s wheelchair with two new tubes and pumped
them with air. All for free. We all celebrated that something out of the routine in the RC got results! Ordinary Bikes was closing the last week in July! And then in the doorway of the RC the same wheelchair
man appeared to thank us with a big smile.
AHCCCS had sent out letters to more than 100,000 members in June. The agency will be implementing a new system called AHCCCS Complete Care. Some providers will be changing and some will be
dropping off. Imagine what it would be like to receive the letter telling you that your provider is no
longer with AHCCCS and you cannot read! A native American came into the Resource Center and
handed me just such a letter. He said he’d ‘lost his glasses’. Would I tell him what to do. I read the letter and called a number on the letter and solved his provider problem.
Most people who come to the Resource Center are not trying to ‘work the system’ or ‘cheat welfare’.
So many are trapped in a cycle of poverty and Trinity is doing its small part to serve and care for more
than 200 people/month who grace the doors of the Food Pantry or Resource Center. Jesus said we
will always have the poor with us. Volunteers are always needed. You don’t have to be DES certified
to work at the Terry J Dalke Resource Center. There are many services we explain to the visitors and all
you need is the heart to serve. Some of our volunteers are not members of the church. Thanks to all
who contribute to the Food Bank and Resource Center. We appreciate the monetary contributions,
even the loose change. Thanks for the offers to volunteer and simply for your prayers!
The Vision
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SESSION NOTES
With several of the committees not meeting monthly
the Pastors sat down together to plan for 2018during the summer, Session’s June meeting was a
19.
short one. John Hill was elected as acting clerk to
 Administration & Personnel has sent reminders
cover for Janet Hooper’s absence. Briefly here are
to those who need to go through the Sexual Misinformation and actions accomplished at the June
conduct Training.
meeting:
 Christian Education reports that Rally Sunday is
September 9, 2018. Look for more info in the
 Bucky Lovejoy reported that the sale of the
September VISION.
property located between the church and Time
 Doug Holland reported that the Mission ComMarket closed as anticipated. Construction may
mittee is exploring possible cultural exchanges
begin this fall.
with an African church.
 With our new Confirmand members and one
other, one death and two transfers, Trinity’s
Session did not meet in July, but will resume their
membership now stands at 194.
stated meetings in August. Dr. Mack closed the
 Presbytery de Cristo is launching a Thrive
June meeting by praying for those traveling, those
initiative this fall and Session will need to decide celebrating a living result of prayer and for all the
about participating. You can learn about Thrive children everywhere who may be separated from
their families. All Session members thank Jere Voigt
by visiting the Presbytery de Cristo website.
 Leone Mohney, Treasurer, reported that Trinity for her delicious treats.
is covered by insurance through June 2021. She
Janet Hooper
also indicated that the sale of the north parking
lot for development helped to offset 2017 deficits
Clerk of Session
and resulted in a small surplus at the end of May.
 Daphne Madson and the Deacons want
congregants to view the giving of prayer shawls
as a way to show the church is thinking about
and praying for the receivers.
 Tom Coyle said that a gift from Trinity Presbytery Women and another donor means $5,000
The Horizon's Bible Study
was given to help with floor replacement in Fellowship Hall.
begins in Fellowship Hall
 Session approved moving $46,000 from UnreTuesday, September 11, at
stricted Funds to Capital Maintenance and this
10:00 am. Join us as Dr. Mack
amount was approved for floor replacement and
leads this study “God's Promise I
A/C improvements for Fellowship Hall.
 Session approved the renewal of the TPC Corpoam with You” by Amy Poling
rate Resolution to show financial institutions the
Sutherlin . Bible Study books are available. See
officers of the church and who can sign checks:
Leone on Sundays to purchase one,
Leone Mohney, Treasurer; Elliott Koeppen,
Stewardship & Finance Chair; Janet Hooper,
Ryan's Bears resumes Tuesday,
Clerk, and Jeanette Ryan, Administration & Personnel Chair.
September 18 at 9:30 am in
 Session approved that DeDe Markin and Carolyn
the Lower Level Lounge to cut,
Maycher act as alternates for the Counting Team
stuff and sew the bears that are
as needed.
given out at Christmastime.
 Sometime in July the Worship Committee and

Trinity Women
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Trinity Milestones
Honoring & Memorials
In Memory of Shirley Jo Taylor by Kam & Alice
Nasser
In Memory of Shirley Jo Taylor by Dennis & Barbara Hood
In Memory of Bill Lovin by Barbara & Raymond
Tallis
In Memory of Shirley Jo Taylor by Dennis & Barbara Hood
In Honor of Jean Dalke by Molly McKasson Morgan
In Honor of Jean Dalke by Gypsy & David Lyle
In Honor of Jean Dalke by Patricia Dalke
In Honor of Jean Dalke by Tom & Vade Henderson
In Honor of Jean Dalke by Willy’s Hair & Nails,
LLC
In Honor of Jean Dalke by Jean Dalke
In Honor of Jean Dalke by Koffi & Celeste
In Honor of Jean Dalke by Jennifer Haberstack &
Janet Howe
In Honor of Jean Dalke by Kuman & Latre
In Memory of Shirley Jo Taylor by Marge Bayless
In Memory of Shirley Jo Taylor by Pat Whiting
In Memory of Jane Parker by Pat Whiting
In Memory of Jane Parker by Don & Ruth Myers
In Memory of Richard Jensen by Don & Ruth Myers
In Memory of Frank Whiting by Don & Ruth Myers
In Memory of Shann Letson by Don & Ruth Myers
In Memory of Shirley Jo Taylor by Don & Ruth
Myers
In Memory of David Hardy by Don & Ruth Myers
In Memory of Eileen Scott by Don & Ruth Myers
In Memory of William Dean by Don & Ruth Myers
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August Birthdays
4

Daniel Seddo

19 Tom Roof, Jr.

5

Jo Campbell

20 Cecilia Kreamer

9

Peter Holbrook

24 Bruce Chamberlain

10

Joan Kingan

24 Randi Windsor

10

Ron Uhle

26 Bev Bechtel

11 George Banghart

26 Mary McMillan - 97

12 Ruth Myers

27 Charles Cook

12 Corbin Lind

27 Betty Jean Hand

14 Travis Spillers

28 Marilyn Nichols

17 A. Bates Butler, III

29 Jane Marie Boyiddle

September Birthdays (1—10)
3 Wayne Steele

8

Jim Croxen

4 Rona Kreamer

8

Bucky Lovejoy, III

5 Dave Croteau

9

Pat Keegstra

5 Barbara Kittle

9

Madeline Lind

6 Janet Goodhue

August Anniversaries
2
12
20

Rick & Ida Wickizer
Doug & Betty Lu Holland
Geoffrey & Kirsten Barlow
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@trinitypcprays is our “real time” prayer request line you can use anytime. You will need a free
twitter account to do this. Sign up at www.twitter.com. Once you have done that you can
“tweet” your prayer requests to our pastoral staff by signing into your account and clicking the
TWEET button at the top right of the screen. Type in @trinitypcprays then your message and
click the TWEET button on the message screen.
We are “LIVE” streaming the 10:30 am service if you cannot attend. It is on the home page of our website.
Visit our website at www.trinitytucson.org for all the information and events you are looking for.

Trinity Presbyterian Church
400 E. University Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85705
520-623-2579
Office 9:00 am-5:00 pm Monday-Thursday
Trinity Website
www.trinitytucson.org
Email Addresses
office@trinitytucson.org
volunteers@trinitytucson.org

Trinity HOPE line
Call 623-HOPE (623-4673)
to listen to an inspirational message.

Deadline for the September 2017 VISION is
Tuesday, August 21
Please submit typewritten articles to the
church office or to: office@trinitytucson.org

