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Giving Thanks Sunday November 19
Join us for a day of blessing as we praise
God in word and song at the 8:00 & 10:30
am services. Our 2018 Stewardship theme
is “Living Generously” and we dedicate
pledges this Sunday.
The Annual Thanksgiving Dinner will be
held in Trinity Hall following the 10:30 am
service. A complete turkey dinner will be
provided. Please bring salads, fruit and
desserts to share.
Our traditional cornucopia will adorn the chancel area in front
of the pulpit on November 12, 19, and 26. If you would like to
contribute any Fall produce (e.g. pumpkins, corn stalks, apples)
or any canned goods to the display, please bring them to the
church office by November 9. (Food items will be given to our
Food Pantry.)

PASTORAL LETTER
As our thoughts turn to the season of Thanksgiving, I
wanted to share a discovery that I made while studying
the Book of Acts. Toward the end of Luke’s incredible
history of the Christian church (the same Luke who
wrote the gospel that bears his name,) we see the
Apostle Paul reaching the climax of his three missionary
journeys as he approaches Rome, the seat of imperial
power. Paul is under arrest for his preaching, but as a
citizen of Rome he has the right to make his case before
the emperor.

us, it is whatever assurance, encouragement, or strength
we need at this particular time in our lives. Perhaps we
are struggling with life-changing decisions; perhaps we
are challenged by seemingly insurmountable obstacles;
perhaps we are seeking to bear or recover from heartache
or grief. Regardless of the circumstances, the act of
Thanksgiving opens another channel to the Holy Spirit
of God, and through that channel our Heavenly Father
sees our needs and provides us with the spiritual
resources to endure and overcome.

Paul understood what his arrival at Rome meant – either
he would be freed, or he would be executed, especially
since the emperor at this time was Nero, who had no
love for Christians. As Paul approached the city under
guard, there must have been a great deal of fear in his
heart, for his death was not only possible, but likely.

In November I hope we will all take a moment to look
around and see the mighty cloud of witnesses that
surround your life. Our church, those we love and who
love us in return, and our Lord, are all with us and for
us, no matter the challenges we may face. This
realization should make us thankful people. The
wonderful news is that, with thankful hearts, God
In the 28th chapter of Acts, Luke narrates the events as
provides other gifts of faith and courage, along with the
Paul reaches the edge of the city: “And the Christian
blessed assurance that, with Christ on our side, we can
brethren there, when they heard that we were nearing
never fail. Let us be thankful, and give our Lord the
the city, came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three
glory for all of God’s love.
Taverns [this was about 33 miles from the city] to meet
.
us. On seeing them Paul thanked God and took courage.
Dr. Mack
And when he came into Rome, Paul was allowed to stay
by himself, with the soldier that guarded him.”
The source of Paul’s moment of thanksgiving is the
effort made by the Christians of Rome to meet him
before he faces the emperor. Seeing their love, embraced
in their fellowship, Paul’s immediate response is to offer
thanks that he is not alone. Out of that spontaneous
prayer of thanksgiving comes a gift that perhaps the
Apostle did not expect – courage. When Paul was loved
by his sisters and brothers in Christ, he knew he could
face Nero, and even go to his death because he was surrounded by, as he had already written in the Book of
Hebrews, “a mighty cloud of witnesses.”
Often we look at our act of Christian thanksgiving as an
opportunity to give something back to the Lord in
exchange for all he has given us, but even in offering our
thanks, Christ gives us something in return. For Paul,
the gift was courage, because Paul needed courage. For
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All Church Brunch Picnic at Reid Park

Photos by
Kathy Moser

The Vision

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
WORD OF LIFE
Word of Life meets at 9:00 am in the Lower
Level Lounge Room 5. We continue a new
study based on the book “First Corinthians” by
Bruce Fisk. Come join us for lively discussions.

THEOLOGY FOR TODAY
Theology for Today meets at 11:45 am in the
Lower Level Lounge Room 5.

POLO
Parents of Little Ones (POLO) meets at 9:00
am on the second and fourth Sunday of the
month. We meet in the nursery for family
breakfast munchies and then head downstairs to
the Harbor Lower Level Room 1 for our
parent study: “Grace Based Parenting” by Tim
Kimmel and “Jesus Calling: 365 Devotions For
Kids“ by Sarah Young

TRINITY BOOK CLUB
Trinity Book Club meets Tuesday,
November 28 in Fellowship Hall
at 7:00 pm.

Lovejoy Library News
My sincere thanks to all who
participated in the Lovejoy
Library Open House on Sunday,
October 1. We had 30 books
checked out that day!! Remember, even
though we don’t have an Open House every
week, the library is open for checking out
books or just browsing! We are also adding a
Youth Cart so that our young people can more
easily find books of interest to them.
Happy Reading!! DeDe
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NURSERY
9:00 am–12:00 pm, The little
ones, birth to 3 years old, are
treated to coloring, singing and
playing in our beautiful nursery
with DeDe Markin.

GODLY PLAY
A Sunday School class for ages 3-5 meets in the
front of the sanctuary to participate in the first
part of the 10:30 worship service then goes to
Lower Level Room 7. Bible stories, snacks and
crafts take place.

HANDS-ON BIBLE FOR KIDS
A Sunday School class for ages 5-8 meets in the
front of the sanctuary to participate in the first
part of the 10:30 worship service then goes to
Lower Level 8. The Bible comes alive through
music, sound effects and captivating gizmos
which are fun, interesting objects that help kids
discover God’s truths in unforgettable ways.

KREAMER’S CRUSADERS
Kreamer's Crusaders for youth
Grades 4-8 meet in the Narthex at
10:30 Sunday mornings then
move to “The Den” Lower Level
6. The class follows the text “The
Old Testament” by Kara Powell.

ANCHOR TRINITY
All high school & college aged
youth are invited. We focus on
fellowship and service, as well as
asking and answering the tough
questions about our faith . Meet
downstairs at "The Harbor" Lower Level 1 at
11:15am.
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Congregational News
SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 12 11:45 am Join
us in Fellowship Hall to celebrate Jane
Parker’s 100th birthday. We are also
making sandwiches for Casa Maria and
we look forward to you helping with this
mission that Jane helped start.
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 26 11:45 am Join us
in Fellowship Hall to celebrate Imogene
Moser’s 90th birthday with cake and
punch.

In preparation for the Tucson
Symphony Orchestra’s annual
performance of MESSIAH, Bruce
Chamberlain, this years conductor,
will make a presentation about this
most famous oratorio during the
Breakout Wednesday, November
29. Find out how this oratorio
really works, who complied the
text, how Handel could possible
have written in 3 weeks and many
other fascinating insights! Also,
Bruce has arranged for Trinity
Presbyterian Church members &
friends to purchase 20% off adult
and 50% off student tickets that
evening only for performances
which will take place at Catalina
Foothills High School on Saturday, December 9 at 4:00 pm and
Sunday, December 10 at 2:00 pm.
Plan to attend & get your tickets!
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Child Protection and Sexual
Misconduct Prevention Policy
Training Is Coming
In January 2014, Terry Dalke and John Lacy of St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church conducted Trinity’s
first Sexual Misconduct Prevention Policy in over 20
years. Recently, that policy has been updated and
approved by Session. As in the past, training regarding the many elements of this policy will be
mandatory for many in the church, including Staff,
Elders, Deacons, and Volunteers who work with
children.
The training will be conducted by Mary Jo Norton,
Commissioned Ruling Elder of the Presbyterian
Church of Superior. It is on Saturday, December
2, 2017, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., in the
Upper Rooms East & West. It will be videotaped
so that those who are unable to attend that session,
may fulfill the training requirement at a later date by
viewing the video. Other members of the congregation are welcome to attend the training as well. In
addition we will also be inviting Presbytery de Cristo’s pastors to join us in order to fulfill the requirement that they receive this training.
Those who are required to attend Child Protection
& Sexual Misconduct Prevention Policy training will
receive a letter inviting them to the training from the
Chairs of the Christian Education Committee, John
Hill and Anne McConnell; & Administration &
Personnel Committee, Jeanette Ryan.

MEET OUR PASTOR, MACK
Church members are hosting potluck
dinners with Mack. Dinners will be
in November on selected Sunday &
Thursday nights. There will be a
lunch & additional dinners planned for early 2018.
Jeanette Ryan & Ruth Russell

The Vision

Mission News
TRINITY FOOD PANTRY
Trinity’s Food Pantry is open Sundays from 12:00 to 2:00 pm and Tuesday and Thursday from
12:00 to 4:00 pm.

RESOURCE CENTER
The Resource Center is open Tuesday and Thursday from 12:00 to 4:00 pm to help clients with
Department of Economic Security (DES) applications, ordering birth certificates & identification cards
and notarizing documents.

4TH ON 4TH COMMUNITY SUPPER
We will be taking a break in November and December since there are other options available for
meals. We had a great turnout in October and look forward to resuming this mission in January 2018.

ENTER TO WIN…
Trinity’s Resource Center is participating in a raffle
benefitting Tucson Charities. Jim
Click is sponsoring the raffle. The
prizes are: a new Ford Explorer
(Platinum Package!), $5000 or 2
first class round trip airline tickets
anywhere in the world. A $25
check made out to Trinity Presbyterian Church –
Resource Center will get you one raffle ticket. And
$100 will buy you 5 tickets. The drawing will be
December 14th. Doug Holland, DeDe Markin and
Billie Holbrook will be selling the tickets.

A Thanksgiving Pilgrimage
We will be collecting food to deliver to Amos
& Hadija’s family on Wednesday night, November 22nd. Beginning on Sunday, November 5th, please pick an “apple” tag, which will
name a suggested food item(s), from the
“apple tree” in Fellowship Hall and then bring
the food item(s) to church by Wednesday,
November 22nd.
The Vision

Calling All
Bakers/Cooks
We have received several recipes, but need more
for the Trinity Resource Center Cookbook. We
will be including a section for recipes of family
members or loved ones who have passed away.
Let their cooking/baking legacy live on by including those recipes! Submit recipes by email:
ddmarkin@centurylink.net or bring a copy to me.
DeDe

Thanks to everyone that helped
with the Tucson Homeless
Connect and walked to raise
money at the CROP Walk
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SESSION NOTES
Session will need your support and prayers before the
end of the year as many consequential decisions and
events are looming ahead for the elders. We welcomed
Liz Strong, Class of 2019, to her first stated meeting
after her Installation. Here are the highlights from the
October session meeting:
 Forty-two of our church family attended the Deacon Brunch at Reid Park. Be sure to thank Sally
Barlow and Steve Barlow for deciding, once again,
to run the hamburger concession for the 4th Avenue Street Fair in December. And Session decided
December 11th will work for the Annual Elder/
Deacon Dinner and joint meeting.
 The Rev. John Cheek was approved to preach on
Consecration Sunday, November 19th.
 Bucky Lovejoy told the elders that the Development Group has found a Phoenix contractor who
will partner with a Tucson developer with a favorable financial package. The package is being reviewed by our attorney. Big questions need answers and Session will deliberate about taking cash
for our property, taking all equity or becoming equity partners with the Development Group. The
elders expect to make an informed decision on this
matter. Getting closer and closer to shovels in the
ground.
 Session voted to approve long time member and
former custodian Joe Lopez transferring by letter to
Wilmington PC, Savannah, GA. This was done
with much regret.
 Session approved the recommendations from Property Committee to spend $8,500 from the Capital
Maintenance Fund for palm tree trimming, insulation replacement and thermostat upgrades. The
temperature in the sanctuary will soon be under
better control.
 Worship Committee is busy with Advent plans and
rejoices that Bruce and Peggy Chamberlain are gifting candleholders made from Jerusalem olive wood
for the chapel and sanctuary. Can’t wait to see
them.
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 Stewardship & Finance and Administration & Per-









sonnel Committees are struggling with the 2018
budget by studying two big expenditures for the
church — paying our staff and maintaining our
property.
Christian Education plans to double their 2018
budget from 2017 to accommodate all of our
growing numbers of children and youth. They are
pointing out how this is a huge blessing. Trinity
has on average 20+ children every Sunday.
Growth & Outreach Team is pleased with the positive comments about our new look along University. Remember to attend the dedication of Trinity
Commons and Blessing of the Animals on November 5.
Buy a raffle ticket. Mission Committee gave 25%
of the Peacemaking Offering to Chicanos por la
Causa as they work with the DACA Dreamers.
Session prayed for many of our congregants in
need of caring and healing.
Janet Hooper
Clerk of Session

NOVEMBER
SCRIPTURE READINGS
November 5 Josh. 3:7-17; Ps. 107:1-7, 33-37; 1
Thess. 2:9-13; Matt. 23:1-12
November 12 Josh. 24:1-3a, 14-25; Ps. 78:1-7; 1
Thess. 4:13-18; Matt. 25:1-13
November 19 Judges 4:1-7; Ps. 123; 1 Thess. 5:1-11;
Matt. 25:14-30
November 26 Ezek. 34:11-16, 20-24; Ps. 100; Eph.
1:15-23; Matt. 25:31-46
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Trinity Milestones
November Birthdays

Honoring & Memorials
In Honor of Bill Voigt by Jim & Janet Hooper
In Honor of Randi Windsor & Tom Roof by
Ruth & Don Myers

Trinity Women
The Horizon's Bible Study books
on Hebrews have arrived. See
Leone for your book. The Bible
study will be in Fellowship Hall,
November 14, at 10:00 am.
Join us as Dr. Mack leads this study.
Ryan's Bears meet Tuesday,
November 7, 9:30 am in the
Lower Lounge to prepare bears
for Christmas giving. Help is
needed to cut out bears, stuff
bears and stitch them closed. Any questions,
call Ruth Myers 326-6888

2

LaRue Woslum

13 Imogene Moser - 90

3

Greg Keidel

15 Catherine Dimenstein

4

Gerry Pearson

16 Tony Miranda

5

Lily Chacon

16 Eric Amos

Evelyn Chapman

18 Sheila Sievert

9

Cherie Lovejoy

19 Lester Wilka

9

Jane Parker - 100

20 Lulu Brown

10 Cameron & Christine

23 Hap Howard
24 David Maycher

11 Arnold Funckes - 91

26 Brooke Miller

12 Kelsey Coyle

28 Alice Gratias - 93

December Birthdays (1—10)
2

Ida Wickizer

4

Melinda Arnold

5

Errol Dimenstein

6

Evalene Hillmar - 88
Elliott Koeppen - 88

9

Bonnie Stull

Frank Whiting

November Anniversaries
Office-Tuesday & Wednesday morning
Food Bank –Tuesday, Thursday, Sunday
Resource Center—Tuesday & Thursday
Primavera Gumbo prep and serve-2nd Thursday
Sandwich Sunday prep-2nd Sunday
Communion setup-1st Sunday

Contact us at office @trinitytucson.org
or 623-2579 if you are interested .
The Vision

3

Travis Spillers and Heather Mace

13

Glenn & Evalene Hillmar—69 years!

16

Glenn & Johanna Moyer

24

Robert & Linda Lohse

29

Bates & Annie Butler

Deadline for the December 2017 VISION is
Tuesday, November21
Please submit typewritten articles to the
church office or to: office@trinitytucson.org
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@trinitypcprays is our “real time” prayer request line you can use anytime. You will
need a free twitter account to do this. Sign up at www.twitter.com. Once you have done
that you can “tweet” your prayer requests to our pastoral staff by signing into your account and clicking the TWEET button at the top right of the screen. Type in
@trinitypcprays then your message and click the TWEET button on the message screen.
We are “LIVE” streaming the 10:30 am service if you cannot attend. It is on the home
page of our website.
Visit our website at www.trinitytucson.org for all the information and events you are
looking for.
Trinity Presbyterian Church
400 E. University Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85705

See Page 3 for Classes

520-623-2579
Office 9:00 am-5:00 pm Monday-Thursday
Trinity Website
www.trinitytucson.org
Email Addresses
office@trinitytucson.org
volunteers@trinitytucson.org

Welcome to Trinity.

