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Pastoral Letter
Did 2017 move by quickly or slowly for you? It
seems the older I get, the quicker the years go by,
but I know this is not reality – just perspective.
There are always 24 hours in one day, 7 days in one
week, and 365 days in one year, except for Leap
Year. As we begin a new year, we always speculate
about the things that are to come, both from a personal and community point-of-view, but our perspective makes a difference. When the Apollo 13 disaster occurred in the 1960's, Commander Jim Lovell
was forced to navigate his ship by hand, because the
guidance system could not be powered up. Lovell
knew that all he needed to do was find a fixed point
in space in order to correct the ship’s approach to
earth, so he used the earth itself, and aligned it with
the navigation marks in his window. Through skill
and a little luck, Lovell’s correction aligned the
spacecraft into the correct position for
re-entry, and the astronauts made it home.

fail us, or disappoint us - it is the assurance of
Christ’s presence in our lives today and in the life to
come. Christians are not those who tick off the days
of a calendar that ends when our hearts stop beating;
we are, instead, residents of a kingdom, and servants
of a sovereign whose reign never ends. We live in
and for a different reality, and that is why, in faith,
we can say with blessed assurance that the new year
will be a good year - not because of what may or
may not happen to us, but because God is always
good, and no matter how fast or slow time goes by,
we are moving with and toward our Lord and Savior. Have a wonderful New Year, and a meaningful
2018, filled with the peace of Jesus Christ.
.

Dr. Mack

For we who believe, Christ is our fixed point in life.
By focusing our hearts, our minds, and our lives upon Jesus, we can find our way home, no matter how
we perceive the universe around us. Time can rush
by quickly or slowly; changes occur through our
own plans or by happenstance; what seems solid and
sure one minute can become shaky and frightening
the next - this is the nature of the world and of the
human condition. For Christians, however, there is
one thing that is absolutely certain - the kingdom of
God. We experience God’s kingdom when we suspend time and space through acts of prayer, worship, inspiration and illumination. In Christ, past,
present and future lose their meaning, for God the
Father, the Son, and the Spirit is the Alpha and the
Omega.

In the Church Office, Volunteers are needed! If
even for a few hours, would you like to answer
the phone and greet visitors in the office? You
would get a glimpse of what our busy staff does
and give them a boost with your help.
In the Food Bank, We need volunteers who will
be trained to distribute food and represent the
Community Food Bank.
In the Resource Center, Volunteers work to relay
information about resources that are available
in southern Arizona to people who need shelter,
food, health insurance, clothing, jobs & many
kinds of assistance . We are putting together a
policy and procedure manual, so that our
volunteers can easily reference resources for
referrals to services.

To look forward to the new year with hope and expectation is natural for us, but beyond our resolution
and wishes for 2018 is that which cannot leave us,

Call the church office at 623-2579 and leave
your name if you are interested. Maybe, one
day you will be the one answering the office
phone!
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Christian Education
WORD OF LIFE
Word of Life meets at 9:00 am in Lower Level
Lounge Room 5 beginning January 7 with a
new study of the book “Isaiah Holy, Holy, Holy” by Boyd Lien. Come join us for lively discussions.

THEOLOGY FOR TODAY
Theology for Today meets at 11:45 am in Lower
Level Lounge Room 5 beginning January 7.

POLO
Parents of Little Ones (POLO) meets at 9:00 am
on the second and fourth Sunday of the
month. We meet in the Nursery for family
breakfast munchies and then head downstairs
to Lower Level Room 1 for our parent study:
“Grace Based Parenting” and “Jesus Calling:
365 Devotions For Kids“ .

THE GREAT APOSTLE PAUL
Join Bill Voigt Sunday, January 14
at 9:00 am in Upper Room West to
begin an amazing exploration of a
man named Saul, a Pharisaical Jew who was
a passionate persecutor of Christians. Join us
on the road to Damascus as Saul is blinded
by God and chosen to become Paul, the
great evangelist whose style would often
bring him in conflict with Peter, the great
disciple of Jesus Christ.
Join us as we look at some of the latest discoveries about the expansion of Christianity
and the stunning impact of Paul’s theology.
Bill will use DVDs, media and other speakers
to bring to life, this man who almost singlehandedly brought the Christian faith to the
known world. Breakfast will be served.

DO YOU HAVE KIDS?
WE HAVE A PLAN
Have you noticed how crowded the steps are
during the Children’s Message? Sometimes there
are more than twenty children up there, avidly
watching the minister, or poking each other.
Our Children and Youth Ministry is growing and we
are doing all we can to keep up with this active
bunch. And that means providing places for them
to be and things for them to do. So, even if you do
not bring small people to church with you, please
take a look at our format. You might be able to
help a new parent find a place for that toddler or
middle schooler.
All teachers return the students to the narthex to
be reunited with their grownups at 11:30 am. After
the announcements, our young adults (high school
and up) can go to Room 1 with Rona Kreamer.

Isn’t all this growth wonderful!

The Vision
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Breakout Wednesday

Congregational News
Long Range Development Team Update to the east until financing is in place. Rob is drawFlexibility! Patience! Creative thinking! These are
the attributes needed for the Trinity PC “Longest”
Range Development Team (LRDT). The development project is moving ahead as quickly as possible
considering all the myriad details that need to come
together before shovels are in the ground.

ing maps to indicate how parking can be maximized.

Thirdly, Symmetry Contractors from Phoenix will
partner with Premier Development (Rob Davis) of
Tucson for the construction phase.

Finally, it is possible that Phase I (retail and housing
along 4th Avenue and 4th Street) may become Phase
II. This is because the development planned along
Firstly, the Rob Paulus, Randi Dorman and Don
University Ave. will be moved further east toward
Bourn Development Group and Trinity collaboraTime Market and there is a company interested in
tion placed second in the Collaborative Development
financing the whole building. This is a win-win for
Award, a statewide competition. Bill Voigt has the
Trinity because it will allow more parking and give
certificate and statuette to prove it. Secondly, attorour church more visibility.
neys are vetting the CC&Rs (Conditions, Covenants
and Restrictions) before those items come before the So, things are in flux, but moving toward a closing
Session and Congregation for approval. Also, sever- in early 2018 and some shovels at work several
al banks are working on financial packages for Phase months later. These are exciting times for our
I. Nothing can happen including moving the duplex church.
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Mission News
TRINITY FOOD PANTRY
Trinity’s Food Pantry is open Sundays from 12:00 to 2:00 pm and Tuesday and Thursday from 12:00
to 4:00 pm.

RESOURCE CENTER
The Resource Center is open Tuesday and Thursday from 12:00 to 4:00 pm to help clients with Department of Economic Security (DES) applications, ordering birth certificates & identification cards and
notarizing documents.

4TH ON 4TH COMMUNITY SUPPER
Our next 4 Friday on 4 Avenue Community Supper is January 26, 2018 so put it on your
calendar and plan to join us. Sign up to bring a dish for 10 people on Sundays in the Narthex. We set
up and get ready at 5 pm, open the doors at 6:00 with prepared dishes already on the serving tables, eat
until 7 and clean up after that. Helpers are always welcome - you can sign up on the “helping side” as well
as the “food side” of the notebook. Our purpose is to welcome and get to know people from the neighborhood and those without homes. So, even if you don’t cook, come and visit with our guests.
th

th

Thanks to everyone who
purchased raffle tickets
benefitting the Resource
Center.

SANDWICH MAKING
is Sunday, January 14 for Casa
Maria Soup Kitchen. Please join us
in Fellowship Hall at 11:45 am to make 600
sandwiches.

Globally and locally God is working through Trinity. Thank you all for the generous donations of
"in kind" donations as well as monetary!
 The policy of Trinity’s Mission Committee is to consider every written request for the church’s mission
giving. If you see a legitimate need and would like it addressed please write your request and get it to
the Mission Mailbox in the office. The Mission Committee will meet to hear you present that need.
 The Jim Click Raffle is over and we are sorry that no one from Trinity won. The Resource Center was
the big winner!! $3175 was received. Thanks to those who participated. The funds go to help people
get into shelters and get jobs (ID’s, birth certificates, and bus money are so necessary!).
 The 4th on 4th dinners will resume in January. The Primavera breakfasts and gumbo night will continue.
Volunteers and cooks are needed for these events! See you all at the sandwich making on the second
Sunday of the month for the Casa Maria Soup Kitchen.
 Mission giving in 2017 helped Agave Middle and High School. This is a TUSD school for children who
are not able to participate in traditional brick and mortar school settings. Trinity’s portion (40%) of the
October Peacemaking Offering locally benefited DACA (immigrant) students with financial help.
 Elmarie and Scott Parker are back in Lebanon. Check out their recent correspondence at
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/elmarie-and-scott-parker/ and see
what our very generous mission giving has done for peace making efforts in Lebanon, Iraq and Syria!
The Vision
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Session Notes
Session and Deacons met together once again for dinner
and conversation. Elders cooked while Deacons cleaned
up afterward. Lynn Moser told everyone a story about
the writing of “O Little Town of Bethlehem” and of
course we had to sing the hymn together. The Deacons
relayed a summary of their 2017 activities for the Elders.
Deacons still ROCK! They are especially pleased with
their ministry of gifting prayer shawls to congregants and
others in need of special comfort and encouragement.
No prejudice here, but we have the best deacons in the
whole of Presbytery de Cristo and probably beyond.

Garcia, children under the guardianship of Amy
Katherine and Thomas Randolph Whitehurst. Amy
is Sherry Letson’s niece.
 Session approved the housing allowances for the
Rev. Dr. Mack Sigmon and the Rev. Bill Voigt for
2018.
 Session approved the 2018 auto, travel and professional expenses for Mack and Bill.
 You will be relieved to know that the church is up to
date with purchasing insurance for the coming year.
 Session approved a budget for 2018 that shows a 2%
cost of living increase for salaried staff.
The Elders held their business meeting after the dinner

Also, Session approved having a safe company
and proceeded to take care of year-end “household” rechange the combination to the drop safe in the office.
quirements that mean we keep our records in good and

And Session approved giving the new combination
decent order. Here are some highlights:
to two members of the counting team and, one
 As you already know, Session met with Barbara
sealed in an envelope, given to the Trinity Treasurer
Callaway Pollack and the congregation received her
for safe keeping elsewhere.
into the Trinity family on December 3, 2017.
 Dr. Mack is planning that Session will hold a Retreat
 Bucky Lovejoy updated both the Deacons and Elders
on January 19-20, 2018 and that the Deacons will
on the latest activity by the Development Group and
join the Elders on January 20 for leadership training.
you can read about that elsewhere in the Vision.
Session prayed for many congregants in need of caring,
 Jim Hooper and Will Tilley will join the Worship
healing and encouragement. The list was long.
Committee as members-at-large beginning in 2018.
A big Thank You! to Heather Mace for her years of
Janet Hooper
service on this committee as she steps down.
Clerk of Session
 Session authorized two baptisms for December 24,
2017 – Christopher Dwayne Garcia and Geneva Kay

Worship & Music
During our 10:30 worship service on February 18,
2018, Trinity will be presenting a production entitled
"Have You Seen My Son?" The cast calls for five
female parts (high school and up) who portray the
mothers of: Jesus, Judas, James & John, John Mark
& Barabbas. It takes place during the last few days
of Jesus' life. There is no memorization, but it is
suggested we rehearse several times to become familiar and comfortable with the script to be able to
more effectively communicate the story to the congregation. Please contact Peggy Chamberlain if you
are interested in being part of the cast & presenting
this moving piece to our congregation at 520-8182839 or 520-490-7416 or email her at
redhead1402@comcast.net.
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JANUARY SCRIPTURE
READINGS
January 7 Gen. 1:1-5; Ps. 29; Acts
19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11
January 14 1 Sam. 3:1-10 (11-20); Ps.
139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Cor. 6:12-20; John
1:43-51
January 21 Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Ps. 62:512; 1. Cor. 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20
January 28 Deut. 18:15-20; Ps. 111; 1.
Cor. 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28

The Vision

Trinity Milestones
Honoring & Memorials
In Memory of Frank Whiting by Joan Kingan
In Memory of Frank Whiting by Leone Mohney
In Memory of Peggy Andrews by Leone Mohney
In Honor of Jane Parker by Bonnie Stull
In Honor of Imogene Moser by Bonnie Stull
In Memory of Elsie Herenden by Leone Mohney
In Memory of Ila Krienke by Leone Mohney
In Memory of Frank Whiting by Lulu Brown
In Memory of Frank Whiting by Douglas Carroll
In Memory of Frank Whiting by Alice Gratias
In Memory of Frank Whiting by Nancy l. Vance
In Honor of Nancy Hamadou by Peggy Bartlett
In Memory of Frank Whiting by S. P. & R. Wilson
In Memory of Frank Whiting by Charlene Wolfe
In Memory of Frank Whiting by Bonnie Stull
In Memory of Frank Whiting by his wife Pat & family
In Memory of Frank Whiting by Billie Pettit
In Memory of Frank Whiting by Thomas & Joanne
Senkerik

In Memory of Frank Whiting by Kevin & Margaret
Boettcher

In Honor of Don Myers by Ruth Myers

TRINITY BOOK CLUB
Trinity Book Club will meet at 7:00
pm Tuesday, January 23 in Fellowship Hall to discuss Tony Morrison’s
“One Blue Eye”.

THANK YOU’S
What a wonderful church family my family & I
have. Thank you for all the love, support,
prayers, cards and many other expressions of
kindness we received during the last few
months. Frank was fortunate also to have been
remembered by so many friends. We are
blessed.
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January Birthdays
1

Linda Lohse

19

Matt Kreamer

1

Hadija Bamurange

23

Hannah Toering

1

Amos Nsenga

24

David Toering

2

Dale McCray

24

Cindy Toering

2

Dr. Mack Sigmon

27

Janet Munson

5

Jeanette Ryan

27

Tom Henderson

6

Maria Andrade

30

Bobby Whipple

9

Jeri Ogden

31

Shirley Carr

11 James Hooper

31

Ezra Moyer

15 Peggy Chamberlain

February Birthdays (1—10)
3

Betty Lu Holland

8

Emmanuelle Seddo

9

Jackie Winn

January Anniversaries
15 Lynn & Kathy Moser

Trinity Women
The Horizon's Bible Study on
Hebrews will be January 9, 2018
at 10:00 am in Fellowship Hall.
Join us as Dr. Mack leads the study.
We will begin Tuesday, January 19, 2018 at
9:30 am in the Lower Lounge making bears for
Christmas 2018 to replace the Ryan’s Bears that
were blessed on Sunday, December 10 & then
distributed to Our Family Social
Services, Primavera and Arizona
Children's Association for their
Christmas Giving.
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@trinitypcprays is our “real me” prayer request line you can use any me. You will
need a free twi er account to do this. Sign up at www.twi er.com. Once you have done
that you can “tweet” your prayer requests to our pastoral staﬀ by signing into your ac‐
count and clicking the TWEET bu on at the top right of the screen. Type in
@trinitypcprays then your message and click the TWEET bu on on the message screen.
We are “LIVE” streaming the 10:30 am service if you cannot a end. It is on the home
page of our website.
Visit our website at www.trinitytucson.org for all the informa on and events you are
looking for.
Trinity Presbyterian Church
400 E. University Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85705
520-623-2579
Office 9:00 am-5:00 pm Monday-Thursday
Trinity Website
www.trinitytucson.org
Email Addresses
office@trinitytucson.org
volunteers@trinitytucson.org

Deadline for the February 2018 VISION is
Tuesday, January 23
Please submit typewritten articles to the
church office or to: office@trinitytucson.org

